
STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 21, 2017.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Councilman Jay Jenkins.
The pledge to the American Flag was led by Greg Gossett.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance. 

Councilman Alverson reviewed the bills on file and everything was in order.

David Higgins, Executive Director of Easter Seals for the Birmingham area, addressed council to discuss opening a health clinic for individuals without health insurance.  The planned location for the health clinic would be in the Social Services Building, and proposed to open in spring 2019.  City Manager Muenger stated there is currently space available in the building, and the City welcomes the health clinic.  Mr. Higgins also stated there are dentist, cardiologist and other medical professionals that are going to donate their services to the individuals as well.

Jeff Jones presented drawings done by an architect of retail buildings he would like to see built on the Avondale site.  He asked council to consider setting a price and consider having the space developed, which he expressed would be financially beneficial to the City.  Mr. Muenger discussed the property with Mr. Jones and the potential of future investments and development.

City Clerk Penny Isbell discussed research done relating to the placement of mobile home(s) in the Glenn City area.  Ms. Isbell stated the rezoning occurred in July 2002 during the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan, which changed the District from an R-4 to the new R-1MH.  Mr. J.T. Carter appeared before council during the November 13, 2017 work session with concerns of a mobile home being set up in the Glenn City neighborhood with close proximity of his home.  The mobile home was not set up according to the City Ordinance and has not received a Certificate of Occupancy, which would allow occupant(s) to move in.  Ms. Isbell stated that notification was mailed to the owner of the land listing the current issues of the mobile home set up, and provided him with information to correct the issues based on the City Ordinance.

City Manager Muenger discussed the bids received for the upfitting of five (5) Police vehicles and One (1) Fire vehicle.  There were three (3) bids received, with the lowest bid submitted by Fleet Safety Equipment for a total amount of $33,639.00.  Mr. Muenger recommended council accept the lowest bid.  Bids received were as follows:
· Fleet Safety Equipment - $33,639.00

· Donahoo Chevrolet - $34,656.14

· Brasher Electronics - $36,231.00

Mr. Muenger discussed the Parks & Recreation Department credit card processing services.  It was proposed the City purchase an I-pad and Square combination to allow for expedited processing of credit card payments.

Mr. Muenger discussed the FY17/18 appropriations contracts between the City and various agencies.  The City received request from the following:

· The Christian Love Pantry - $7,200.00

· St. Clair County Soil & Water - $3,000.00 
· The St. Clair Children’s Policy Council - $4,000.00

· The Children’s Place, - $4,000.00

· United Way of Central Alabama - $1,000.00

· YWCA of Central Alabama - $2,000.00

· Greater Pell City Chamber of Commerce - $20,000.00  

The City will also make available $20,000.00 to reimburse the Chamber for direct costs incurred for the Hometown Block Party, Christmas Parade, qualifying region/national fishing events, and/or approved marketing activities designed to promote the Greater Pell City Community. That amount does not apply to any employee’s salary.

Mr. Muenger discussed the Ordinance that outlines the City having the option of putting liens on property of residents that are ninety (90) days past due on their utility bill.  The City had sent fourteen (14) letters to residents with delinquent accounts stating the intentions of the City putting liens on their property.  There were five (5) property owners that came in and paid their past due accounts.  Mr. John Rea, City Attorney, stated the City needs to take time to work with the Probate Office and document the paperwork with the St. Clair County Courthouse.  Mr. Rea also discussed the matter of policy and the importance of Council considering every amount of money owed to the City is technically subject to a lien.  Mr. Rea discussed setting a determined amount of past due debt and the lien to be assuredly profitable for the City, and once the customer has paid the past due balance in full the City needs to release the lien on said property. Councilman Alverson asked if the past due balance(s) could be turned over to a third party collection agency, if the City determines if it doesn’t fit the criteria for filing a lien.  Mr. Rea explained the collection stand points, which are to recover fees and expenses incurred by filing for collections from a customer.  Mr. Rea also explained the possibility of the City having a contract between the customer and the City.  The contract would establish an agreement between the customer and the City with the customer being responsible for all cost, including all attorney fees, court cost(s), and the monies delinquent.  Mr. Rea also explained filing for collection(s) will allow the City to get a judgment against the customer for ten (10) years, at the end of those ten (10) years the City can file for another judgment for an additional ten (10) years.  Mr. Muenger stated the City files a lien on property for weed abatement, which has a defined administrative fee which assists with the cost.  Mr. Rea commended the staff of the Utility Department for their great job handling the past due accounts and collecting the balances due.

Greg Gossett, Street Superintendent, discussed the lease of a Versalift VST-40 unit bucket truck for use in the Street Department.  Mr. Gossett stated the City has used the St. Clair County bucket truck in the past years.  Mr. Muenger stated the proposed truck would be a sixty (60) month lease and was in the adopted budget for the current Fiscal Year.

City Manager Comments:  None
Mayor Comments:  None 
There being no further items to discuss, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session.

At 6:33 p.m., Councilman Jenkins made a motion to enter into Executive Session for approximately thirty (30) minuters.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmen Jenkins, Henderson, Mitcham and Alverson.  Nays:  None.  City Attorney John Rea certified that the purpose for the Executive Session was to discuss a pending potential litigation imminently likely to be litigated and potential economic development.  The council entered into regular session at 7:05 p.m.  No action was taken.

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a special called council meeting at the City Hall at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, December 21, 2017.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Now was the time set aside for a Public Hearing to discuss assessing liens for unpaid utility bills on the following properties:

· 315 Fox Run Lane

· 1705 19th Street South

· 4270 Water Tank Hill

· 436 Rock Inn Estates

· 313 4th Street North

· 260 Funderburg Bend Road

· 215 8th Street North

· 238 Funderburg Bend Road

· 201 Ashley Drive

Council President McGowan opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 p.m.  No one was present for the Public Hearings.  Councilman Jenkins made a motion to close the Public Hearings at 7:06 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Mitcham and unanimously approved by the council.

On motion of Councilman Henderson, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution awarding the bid to Fleet Safety Equipment for the upfitting of the Police and Fire vehicles:

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4856

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF CERTAIN EQUIPMENT 

FOR POLICE AND FIRE VEHICLES

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the purchase and installation of certain equipment for Police and Fire Vehicles, which equipment is more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, the lowest responsive and responsible bid that met the specifications established by the City was submitted by Fleet Safety Equipment in the total amount of $33,639.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the purchase and installation of the above-described equipment for the Police and Fire Vehicles to Fleet Safety Equipment in the total amount of $33,639.00.

On motion of Council Henderson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved a credit card payment processing for the Park & Rec Department.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved to table the following resolutions assessing liens on certain properties for unpaid utility bills:

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4857 (315 Fox Run Lane)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4858 (1705 19th Street South)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4859 (4270 Water Tank Hill)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4860 (436 Rock Inn Estates)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4861 (313 4th Street North)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4862 (260 Funderburg Bend Road)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4863 (215 8th Street North)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4864 (238 Funderburg Bend Road)

· Resolution No. 2017 – 4865 (201 Ashley Drive)

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the following resolutions approving the FY17/18 appropriations agreements:

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4866
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

THE CHRISTIAN LOVE PANTRY

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has appropriated funds to The Christian Love Pantry {hereinafter “Love Pantry”} in previous years to help provide food to needy residents in Pell City and the greater Pell City community; and

WHEREAS, Love Pantry has requested appropriations from the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms as set forth in the agreement attached as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2017 and end not later than September 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again appropriate funds to Love Pantry.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with Love Pantry pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4867
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

THE ST. CLAIR COUNTY SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has appropriated funds to The St. Clair County Soil & Water Conservation District {hereinafter “Soil & Water”} in previous years to help fund the education provided to children and adults in Pell City and the greater Pell City community on protecting our soil and water; and

WHEREAS, Soil & Water has requested appropriations from the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms as set forth in the agreement attached as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2017 and end not later than September 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again appropriate funds to Soil & Water.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with Soil & Water pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4868
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 

THE ST. CLAIR CHILDREN’S POLICY COUNCIL

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has appropriated funds to the St. Clair Children’s Policy Council (hereinafter “Children’s Policy Council”) in previous years to help fund the many services provided to the children and families of Pell City, the greater Pell City community and St. Clair County; and

WHEREAS, the Children’s Policy Council has requested appropriations from the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms as set forth in the agreement attached as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2017 and end not later than September 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again appropriate funds to the Children’s Policy Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with the Children’s Policy Council pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4869
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

THE ST. CLAIR CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER

(THE CHILDREN’S PLACE)

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has appropriated funds to the St. Clair Children’s Advocacy Center (The Children’s Place) {hereinafter “The Children’s Place”} in previous years to help provide services to child victims of sexual or severe physical abuse in a child-friendly, non-threatening environment along with counseling for victims in Pell City and the greater Pell City community; and

WHEREAS, The Children’s Place has requested appropriations from the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms as set forth in the agreement attached as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2017 and end not later than September 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again appropriate funds to The Children’s Place.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with The Children’s Place pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4870
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

UNITED WAY OF CENTRAL ALABAMA

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has appropriated funds to the United Way of Central Alabama {hereinafter “United Way”} in previous years to help provide various services to residents in Pell City and the greater Pell City community; and

WHEREAS, United Way has requested appropriations from the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms as set forth in the agreement attached as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2017 and end not later than September 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again appropriate funds to United Way.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with United Way pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4871
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

THE YWCA CENTRAL ALABAMA

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has appropriated funds to The YWCA Central Alabama {hereinafter “YWCA”} in previous years to help fund the services provided to women in Pell City and the greater Pell City community affected by domestic violence; and

WHEREAS, YWCA has requested appropriations from the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms as set forth in the agreement attached as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2017 and end not later than September 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again appropriate funds to YWCA.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with YWCA pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4872
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH

THE GREATER PELL CITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has appropriated funds to The Greater Pell City Chamber of Commerce {hereinafter “The Chamber”} in previous years to help promote commercial, industrial and economic development in Pell City and the greater Pell City community; and

WHEREAS, The Chamber has requested appropriations from the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms as set forth in the agreement attached as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2017 and end not later than September 30, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again appropriate funds to The Chamber.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with The Chamber pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution approving the lease/purchase of a bucket truck for the Street Department:
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4873
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MASTER EQUIPMENT LEASE/PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN BB&T COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT CAPITAL CORPORATION AND 
THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that a true need exists for the acquisition of a bucket truck to be used in the Street Department, as such equipment is described in the attached exhibit herein referenced  as “Exhibit A”; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that entering into the Master Agreement and Schedule thereto (collectively, “Agreements”), substantially in the form presented are in the best interests of the City for the acquisition of such Equipment, and the Governing Body hereby approves the entering into of the Agreements by the City and hereby designates and authorizes the City Manager Brian Muenger to execute and deliver the Agreements on the City’s behalf with such changes thereto as City Attorney John Rea deems appropriate, and any related documents, necessary to the consummation of the transaction contemplated by the Agreements.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City authorizes the City Manager to sign all documents necessary for the lease/purchase of a bucket truck for use in the Street Department pending final review and approval by the City Attorney.

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.
______________________________

James McGowan - Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________

Penny Isbell - City Clerk
City of Pell City

Page 1 of 7
City Council Minutes

December 21, 2017

