
STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, August 14, 2017.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Billy Church.
The pledge to the American Flag was led by Greg Gossett.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance. 

Councilman Alverson reviewed the bills on file and everything was in order.

City Manager Muenger presented three requisitions on file over the amount of $5,000.00.

· Alabama League of Municipalities:  $5,159.00 for FY2018 annual dues.

· Fire Gloves and Gore Hoods:  $7,250.00 for gloves and hoods for the Pell City Fire Department.

· Alabama Pump & Supply Co.:  $5,650.00 for Alum for the WWTP.

There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on July 24, 2017.
There were no comments on the minutes of the special called council meeting held on August 3, 2017.

Billy Church, attorney for Gerald Ensley, addressed the council regarding a parking issue on 5th Avenue and 27th Street North.  Mr. Church discussed the survey provided to council and City Manager Muenger pertaining to the parking problems at Mr. Ensley’s business.  Mr. Ensley’s request was to ask council to direct the property owner across the street from Mr. Ensley’s business to remove a concrete curb which reduces the number of parking spaces.  Mr. Church asked council to give new consideration to this request.  Council President McGowan stated the council would take under advisement and would respond to the request.  Mr. Muenger asked City Attorney John Rea to respond to the request being presented to council.  Mr. Rea stated that there is no right to have adverse possession against the City, and the law is clear that property can’t be taken from the City.  Mr. Church asked if he was in the work session or council meeting and he was informed that he was in the work session and there would be no discussion of the request in the council meeting.  Mr. Muenger stated that information, as well as previous correspondence between the City and Mr. Ensley, was provided in the council packet to assist with making any decision on the request.
Michael Rice with Engineering Environmental and Forestry (EEF) discussed the Littlejohn Drive improvement project with a cost estimate and the feasibility of installing a traffic signal if needed.  Mr. Rice provided information for councilmembers to reference while he explained slides provided for the project(s).  First discussed was an issue with the gutter which obstructs the movement of cars entering the Bankhead Crossing center and a right turn at the same intersection not being wide enough to accommodate delivery and large commercial trucks that are going to various businesses on Vaughn Lane.  EEF reviewed the intersection and proposed four improvements:

· Remove the gutter at Bankhead Crossing entrance, which would be paved over to have a smooth transition into the shopping center.  Doing that repair will assist in the future if a traffic signal is warranted.

· Restripe Littlejohn Drive to provide two left turn lanes. 

· Restripe Vaughn Lane northbound for left turn lane improvements and move stop bars even at stop sign.

· Reconstruct right turn radius from Littlejohn Drive east to accommodate larger vehicles and commercial delivery trucks.

Mr. Rice explained some of this work will be done at night due to the amount of traffic going into and exiting Bankhead Crossing and other businesses on Vaughn Lane.  City Manager Muenger stated police officers have been patrolling the Marathon parking lot at Highway 231 to prevent traffic from passing through the parking lot and exiting onto Vaughn Lane.  Mr. Muenger asked Mr. Rice to address the drainage structure issues on Littlejohn Drive and the Vaughn Lane curve.  Mr. Rice stated the inland top will need to be removed and a new top poured with a grate to be installed at the curve prior to the onset of the construction to meet the minimum truck turning radius.  Mr. Rice explained moving the stop bars forward will make the right turn into the shopping center a concern.  He proposed striping and putting reflectors at the stop sign to channel some markings at the curb, which will alert drivers to stop before turning right.

Cason David with FFA (Future Farmers of America) addressed council on the success of the Rodeo held July 22, 2017 at Lakeside Park.  Mr. David stated there were seven (7) vendors, a petting zoo and approximately 1,400 people were in attendance.  FFA profited over $8,000.00, which will allow the group to provide two (2) $500.00 scholarships, assist the group to attend national and state conventions and the cost of future endeavors.  Cason is also a PSA (Public Safety Aide) with the Police Department and is to enroll into the Police Academy in 2018.  Mr. Muenger congratulated Cason on their success and would like to see them continue the event in the future.

Pell City Golden Rule Barbecue submitted an application for a Special Events Liquor License (On-Premise Only) for the Blues, Brews & BBQ Event scheduled for August 19, 2017 at Lakeside Park.  A representative from Golden Rule BBQ and the Chamber of Commerce were present to answer questions.  Police Chief Irwin stated the background check was okay.
City Manager Muenger discussed a change order for the Eissmann Project.  The change order was deductive, and was the first change order for this project which requires approval by council.  There was a reduction in the initial estimated amount of $11,766.00.  Quantities came in lower than projected.  This project is to be closed out, with the last step being the issuance of final payment.

Freddy Hazelwood address council regarding the 36-month lease of a mini excavator for the Water Utilities through the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) Purchasing Program.  Mr. Hazelwood was approved previously by council for the lease of a 2017 Hitachi compact excavator.  Affter approval, the City was informed that the unit desired was no longer available and the company unable to fill the order.    Mr. Hazelwood has selected a comparable unit from Caterpillar.

City Manager Muenger and Street Superintendent Greg Gossett spoke with council about the acquisition of right-of-ways on two properties for the Sunset Road improvements project.  Mr. Muenger first discussed the general condition of Sunset Road, the curvature of the road and sharp turn in the direction of Mays Bend.  In the past, the City was unable to receive cooperation from all of the adjacent property owners.  When the paving project began to take shape and Sunset Road was one of the roads proposed for attention, the City approached the property owners and asked if they would consider providing property for the right-of-way and improvement of the road.  Mr. Gossett described to council the process and work needed for the repaving project on Sunset Road.  Mr. Gossett explained the work being done should not have any lane closure, and will be assisted by engineers on the street work being performed.

City Manager Muenger discussed a Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham Grant application and the Alabama Historical Commission Capital Enhancement Grant application for the renovation of the Avondale Mills Administration Building.  The Avondale Mills office building is the only structure of the Avondale Mills property left, other than the Avondale Mills water tower.  The building is on the National Register of Historic Places with documents describing the structure and the water tower.  Prior to the City’s purchase of the building, it was boarded, with windows covered and vegetation removed.  The building is checked on regularly to confirm there is no water leakage or deterioration.  The Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham accepts applications in two cycles each year, with one promoting standing, livable and vibrant communities.  Mr. Muenger researched grants previously applied for and funded in the past that were substantially similar to the office building with historic supporting structures, which the grants have contributed to and thinks this would be a project to be considered.  The Alabama Historical Commission Capital Enhancement grant awards the max amount of $50,000.00 and they are relevant only to buildings that are on the National Register of Historic Places.  The project for the Avondale Mills office building does qualify for both opportunities.  A consulting architect with Christian and Associates did a walk-through of the building and generated a report to separate the repairs by prioritization, stabilization, and exterior repairs with restoration of architectural repairs.  The report prepared was included in the work session packet provided to each council member and Mayor Pruitt.  Mr. Muenger stated stabilization of the roof, paint and installation of windows in the building would prevent further deterioration of the building.  Neither of the grants have a matching requirement and there will be much competition for those grants.  Mr. Muenger asked for council’s approval for the City to move forward with applications for those grants for improvements and repairs needed at the office building.

City Manager Comments:  In closing statements, Mr. Muenger stated the renewed contract with Advanced Disposal for solid waste services includes a wheeled recycle cart to be supplied to the residents of Pell City.  As of date there have been over 900 of the recycle carts delivered.  Also, Mr. Muenger discussed the City’s upcoming budget meetings and the three-ring binders provided to each councilmember and Mayor Pruitt, which included each department’s budget preparation.  The councilmember’s and Mayor Pruitt were asked to provide dates they were available to meet with each department and discuss their budget for fiscal year 17/18.  After discussion the dates set for those budget meetings were:

· August 17, 2017 – 4:30pm – 8:00pm.

· August 21, 2017 – 4:30pm – 8:00pm.

· August 29, 2017 – 5:00pm – 8:00pm.

With each meetings being held in Council Chambers in the City Hall.

Mayor Comments:  None
There being no further items to discuss, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session.

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a regular council meeting at the City Hall at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, August 14, 2017.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the requisitions over $5,000.00 on file.

On motion of Councilman Henderson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on July 24, 2017.

On motion of Councilman Henderson, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the special called council meeting held on August 3, 2017.

Now was the time set aside for a Public Hearing regarding the submission of an FY2017 Community Development Block Grant – Large City Fund Grant Application for a proposed project to improve the water system in the Mill Village area.  Council President McGowan opened the Public Hearing at 7:01 p.m.  City Manager Brian Muenger explained that the estimated cost of the project was $516,000.00.  The maximum amount of the grant was $450,000.00 so the City’s match would be $66,000.00 plus the cost of professional services.  The City scored well on its application last year.  With improvements to this year’s application, the City stood a good chance of being approved for the grant.  No one was present for any other comments.  Councilman Jenkins made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:03 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Alverson and unanimously approved by the council.
Now was the time set aside for a Public Hearing regarding the rezoning of property located at 906 Pleasant Valley Drive owned by Tree Oak, Inc. (Erskine Funderburg)  The requested rezoning was from R-A (Residential Agricultural District) to M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing District).  The rezoning request came from the Planning Commission with a recommendation for approval.  Councilman Alverson made a motion to open the Public Hearing at 7:03 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by the council.  City Attorney John Rea recused himself from the Public Hearing.  There was no one present to comment on the rezoning request.  Councilman Mitcham made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:04 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by the council.

Council President McGowan introduced the following ordinance rezoning 906 Pleasant Valley Drive from R-A to M-2:
ORDINANCE NO. 2017 – 4796

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 79-516 TO REZONE FROM R-A TO M-2 CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA

WHEREAS, Erskine R. Funderburg, President for Tree Oak, Inc. owner of the hereinafter described real estate situated in Pell City,  St. Clair County, Alabama, did file with the Clerk of the City of Pell City, Alabama, a written petition duly signed  by Erskine R. Funderburg, President for Tree Oak, Inc., requesting that said described property located within the corporate limits of the City of Pell City be Rezoned from R-A (Residential Agricultural District) to M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing District) under the provisions of section 11-52-70, et seq, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended; and

WHEREAS,  said  petition did have attached thereto an accurate description of said  territory proposed  to be rezoned, together with a map of said property, all as is required under the provisions of said section 11-52-70, et seq;  and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has heretofore given notice of and convened a public hearing on August 14, 2017, pertaining to said rezoning; and has examined the aforesaid petition and exhibits attached thereto and finds that the said described lands are located within the corporate limits of the City of Pell City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, as follows:

Section 1.
The petition of Erskine R. Funderburg, President for Tree Oak, Inc., the owner of the following described lands situated in the City of Pell City, Alabama, requesting that the same be rezoned from R-A to M-2 be and the same is hereby approved, to-wit:

Commencing at the Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 32, Township 16 South, Range 4 East, St. Clair County, Alabama.


Section 2.
The Zoning District Map of the City of Pell City shall be amended by rezoning the aforesaid described parcel of land from R-A to M-2.

Section 3.
This Ordinance shall become effective upon approval, passage and publication as required by law.

Councilman Mitcham moved that all rules and regulations, which unless suspended would prevent the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance, be suspended and that unanimous consent to the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance be given.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Henderson.  On roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmen Jenkins, Henderson, Mitcham and Alverson.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

Councilman Mitcham then moved that said ordinance be now placed upon its final passage and adopted.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Alverson.  The question being put as to the adoption of said motion and the passage of said ordinance, on roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmen Jenkins, Henderson, Mitcham and Alverson.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved and the ordinance adopted.

On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the application from Pell City Golden Rule Barbeque for a Special Events Liquor License (On-Premise Only) for the Blues & BBQ event to be held at Lakeside Park on August 19, 2017.

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the following resolution approving Change Order #1 on the Eissman Expansion Project:

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4797

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 ON THE WATER & SEWER LINE EXTENSION TO THE EISSMAN EXPANSION

WHEREAS, a change order is required on the contract as shown in Exhibit “B” to reflect the actual quantities needed and installed to complete the project; and

WHEREAS, these changes are detailed in Change Order No. 1 as the Contract Change Order attached as Exhibit “A”.

WHEREAS, this Change Order will result in a net decrease of the total contract in the amount of $11,766.00.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Pell City as follows:

1. That Change Order No. 1 as prepared by Baird Contracting Company, Inc. for a net decrease of $11,766.00 to reflect the actual cost of the project is approved.

2. That the City Manager is authorized to sign Change Order No. 1 on behalf of the City of Pell City.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the 36-month lease of a mini excavator for the Water Utilities Department through the National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) Purchasing Program:
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4798

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE THIRTY-SIX MONTH LEASE OF A CATERPILLAR 305E2CR COMPACT EXCAVATOR THROUGH THE NATIONAL JOINT POWERS ALLIANCE

WHEREAS, the National Joint Powers Alliance (“NJPA”) establishes and provides competitively solicited purchasing contracts pursuant to a bidding process which has been reviewed and approved by the State of Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has previously approved to lease a Hitachi ZX50U-5 Compact Excavator through NJPA; and

WHEREAS, that piece of equipment is no longer available through the NJPA program; and


WHEREAS, the City Manager and the Utility Manager have recommended that the City lease a Caterpillar 305E2CR Compact Excavator through NJPA with the specifications as set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto and expressly incorporated herein by reference; and


WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, prudent, and in the best interests and welfare of the citizens of the City of Pell City to authorize the lease of said mini excavator through NJPA as recommended by the City Manager and Utility Manager.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

1. That the City Manager and Mayor be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to lease a Caterpillar 305E2CR Compact Excavator through NJPA for thirty-six months (36) in an amount not to exceed $1,043.13 per month with the specifications as set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto and expressly incorporated herein by reference.
2. That the City Manager and Mayor be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to execute any contracts and documents necessary to consummate said lease following review and approval by the City Attorney.  
On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the following resolution approving the acquisition of two right-of-ways for the Sunset Road project:
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4799

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF CERTAIN RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND SLOPE MAINTENANCE EASEMENTS NECESSARY FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENTS ON SUNSET ROAD IN THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that it is wise, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to make certain improvements to Sunset Road in the City of Pell City (“the Sunset Road Improvements”); and,

WHEREAS, the Sunset Road Improvements will be beneficial to the numerous citizens that reside along or near said Road and will improve traffic flow and safety in the area; and,


WHEREAS,  in order to complete the Sunset Road Improvements, the City must acquire additional rights-of-way and slope maintenance easements over and along property adjacent to Sunset Road; and,


WHEREAS, the City, through its authorized agents, has negotiated with individuals who own land adjacent to Sunset Road to obtain the necessary rights-of-way and slope maintenance easements to complete the Sunset Road Improvements, which rights-of-way and slope maintenance easements are described in Exhibit A attached hereto and expressly incorporated herein by reference; and,


WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to authorize the Mayor and the City Manager to purchase the necessary rights-of-way and slope maintenance easements in the purchase amounts set forth herein to facilitate the Sunset Road Improvements.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

1. That the Mayor and City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to purchase a right-of-way and slope maintenance easement along Sunset Road from the owner or owners of the real property located at 6331 Mays Bend Road, Pell City, Alabama, Tax Parcel No: 29-05-22-0-001-004.000, as described in Exhibit A attached hereto and expressly incorporated herein by reference, through a total cash payment of $1,600.00.

2. That the Mayor and City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to purchase a right-of-way and slope maintenance easement along Sunset Road from the owner or owners of the real property located at 100 Sunset Road, Pell City, Alabama, Tax Parcel No: 29-05-22-0-001-005.078, as described in Exhibit A attached hereto and expressly incorporated herein by reference, through a total cash payment of $1,000.00.
3. That the Mayor and City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to execute any contracts and documents necessary to consummate said purchase following review and approval of the City Attorney.  
On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the following resolution approving the application for a Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham Grant for the renovation of the Avondale Mills Administration Building:
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4801

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR A COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF GREATER BIRMINGHAM GRANT 

WHEREAS, the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham has the authority to award grants; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City needs grant assistance for the renovation of the Avondale Mills Administration Building.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City as follows:

1. That submission of a grant application under said program is authorized in an amount not to exceed $50,000.00.

2. That the Mayor and City Manager are authorized to sign any and all documents to   secure said grant.

On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution approving the application for an Alabama Historical Commission Grant for the renovation of the Avondale Mills Administration Building:

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 4802
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR AN ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION GRANT UNDER THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS GRANT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Alabama Historical Commission has the authority to award grants under the Capital Improvements Grant Program; and

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City needs grant assistance for the renovation of the Avondale Mill Administration Building.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City


as follows:

1. That submission of a grant application under said program is authorized in an amount not to exceed $50,000.00
2. That the Mayor and City Manager are authorized to sign any and all documents to   secure said grant.


On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.
______________________________

James McGowan - Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________

Penny Isbell - City Clerk
City of Pell City
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