
STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 6:00 p.m., on Monday November 28, 2016.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Councilman Jay Jenkins.
The pledge to the American Flag was led by Councilman Jason Mitcham.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Bills on file had not been reviewed at this time.
City Manager Muenger presented the following requisition over the amount of $5,000.00.
· Pinnacle Networx:  $10,547.56 for purchase of Lifebook computers and mounting units for the Police Department

· Jack Green Oil:  $12,621.65 for on-road diesel and gasoline
· B&S Sporting Goods:  $10,964.36 for the purchase of fall sports uniforms
· Carrier Corporation:  $33,722.50 for half the cost of the replacement of compressors on the Carrier Air-cooled chiller unit at CEPA. 
Freddy Hazelwood, Utilities Manager, addressed the council pertaining to Morrow Water Technologies replacing the motor in the pumping mechanism on well “A” pump.  They suggested the City blow out the well which loosens up all the debris that has settled at the bottom of the well at a depth of 260 feet.  Once the water is stirred up, they will vacuum all debris that was stirred during the process.  This will eliminate the cloudiness in the water.  The WWTP also received a quote for column piping of 100 feet and spider bushing that goes on the column pipe.  Once that process is completed and approved, the water will be re-videoed at the water level of 260 feet to confirm that all components are working properly.  This is the least cost the City will face due to the fact nothing was damaged.  The City will be requested to replace the piping that does the pumping in the well.  Councilman Jenkins asked what had caused the problem.  Mr. Hazelwood stated that inside the well are mud chips (particles in the water) that fall off and enter the water when the water level drops and particles will drop into the water.  ADEM requires the level to be five to ten BTU’s, which is something the WWTP doesn’t experience.  If the BTU were to get to five, the pumps would shut-down automatically.  City Manager Muenger stated that the well is intact and doesn’t need any replacement or repairs, secondary to what the water level would be again.  This is a high producing well and is something that will have to be done.  Previously, the council approved up to $10,000.00 for diagnostic activity that was performed for up to $4,000.00 with the replacement of the piping and the bushing.  Mr. Hazelwood stated that it would total around $7,000.00 to $8,000.00 for additional jetting with camera work at a price of $3,000.00 to $4,000.00.  When the next meeting is held, council needs to discuss the well-being dormant during that period that needs to be considered as well.  City Manager Muenger stated the repairs could be done within the next couple of weeks, and not having the well nonfunctioning longer than necessary.  

There were no comments on the minutes of the Organizational Meeting held on November 7, 2016.
There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on November 14, 2016.
Jodie Smith, with Maynard Cooper & Gale, addressed the council regarding the reappointment of two members to the Special Care Facilities Financing Authority.  The City appoints board members who have the power to issue limited obligation debt on the benefit of non-profit organizations.  The City is not responsible for the repayment of the debt.  The term of Wanda Sims will expire in 2017.  The terms of Lawrence Fields and Melvin Gillison have expired and they need to be reappointed.  The last time Mr. Smith was before council was in 2012 and there have not been any issues with the appointed members.  All current members have agreed to continue to serve on the Board.
City Manager Muenger presented a proposal from Terracon Consultants on the Hazelwood Drive Project in the amount of $26,500.00.  Mr. Muenger stated the progress with the design and the preliminary engineering report has been approved by FHWA and ALDOT, which allows the City to move forward into the next phase of design and material testing.  The property owners will have to sign a document granting the City access to their property for the purpose of evaluating the site conditions to ensure that the proposed route is suitable for road construction.  The County has agreed to perform any necessary work pertaining to the clearing needed to have access to the properties.  Under the agreement with the County, the City is obligated for the cost of all design engineering and material.  City Manager Muenger stated there are some limitations based on the environmental reports that came back, so the City has to basically work in a nine months clearing period, but the City anticipates finishing sooner.  

The City Council discussed their Ex-officio appointment to the Planning Commission.  Councilman Jason Mitcham agreed to serve in this position. 
City Manager Muenger presented an agreement with Rivertree Systems for tax auditing and examination services.  Mr. Muenger stated that over the years there was a discussion of a regular scheduled auditing of some of the City’s various businesses and license holders to ensure them sending checks out properly.  There is room for improvement with the City’s relationship with our license holders and the people the City is auditing.  Finance Director Teri St. James stated she worked with Rivertree Systems for seven or eight years in Talladega.  She stated they are a very professional company that has a good list of CPA’s on staff.  From Ms. St. James’ experience, their fees ranged about 25% of the revenues collected through an audit.  They are not contingent upon what revenue they discover, but generally speaking it’s been about 25% of the total, which is less than what the City has spent previously.  Their corporation is professional and timely in completing their audits and are very thorough.  They are able to maintain good relationships with business owners as well and she has had good success with working with them in the past.  Councilman Jenkins asked if the firm is better than the previous auditors used and Ms. St. James stated they are definitely just as good as the previous auditors.  The timeliness is also important and the City will not be waiting months to get the results.  The current contract the City has with an auditor now can be cancelled at any time.  City Manager Muenger stated Rivertree has a much larger staff which enables them to complete the audit quicker than the previous auditors the city used.  This makes the business owners less likely to be upset about the audit since it’s not taking a year to complete it.
City Manager Muenger discussed scheduling a date and time for a public hearing to vacate various right-of-ways adjacent to Dr. John Haynes Drive.  In each councilmember’s packet, there were surveys and documents depicting various areas the council will petition to vacate.  Due to the City’s subdivision regulations, the city presented this proposal to Planning & Zoning which they concurred with it.  The petition requests that council set a hearing no sooner than four consecutive weeks of advertising from the date of this City Council meeting.  The date suggested by the City Manager was no earlier than January 9, 2017.  This is something the council does not have to deliberate at this time.  That date is the earliest time council can discuss the petition.  
The council discussed the solicitation of bids for five new police vehicles.  Lt. Doug Carden stated the request was to replace five police vehicles for their annual fleet replacement.  City Manager Muenger stated that once the City purchases the five new vehicles, it will be brought before council to surplus five current vehicles while they have some meaningful value.  City Manager Muenger also stated it will be several months before the newly purchased vehicles will be at the Pell City Police Department.  Councilman Jenkins inquired if one of the newly purchased vehicles will replace the vehicle purchased from the City of Hoover.  Lt. Carden and City Manager Muenger stated it would be replaced by one of the new vehicles.  
City Manager Comments:  City Manager Muenger commented that Mr. Gossett informed him that the light at the intersection of 19th Street South and Highway 231 was back up and functioning after strong winds from the storm blew it down.  He also wanted to state how much the Street Department was appreciated and to also thank the St. Clair County Sheriff’s Department in assisting with the traffic.
Mayor Comments:   Mayor Pruitt stated that he has not had the opportunity to spend time with everyone but he is trying to get caught up to speed.  He commended the new councilmembers and reelected councilmembers in pulling together.
There being no further items to discuss, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session. 
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a regular council meeting at the City Hall at 7:00p.m. on Monday, November 28, 2016.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.
On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the requisitions over $5,000.00 on file.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved an additional expense up to a total of $15,000.00 for the needed repairs to the Well A pump.
On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the Organizational Meeting held on November 7, 2016.

On motion of Councilman Henderson, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on November 14, 2016.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4712

A RESOLUTION ELECTING DIRECTORS OF THE SPECIAL CARE FACILITIES FINANCING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, as follows:

1.
Lawrence Fields is hereby elected as a director of The Special Care Facilities Financing Authority of the City of Pell City, a public corporation formed under Chapter 62 of Title 11 of the Code of Alabama 1975, Section 11-62-1 et seq., for a term of office beginning at noon on November 9, 2015 and ending at noon on November 9, 2021.

2.
Melvin Gillison is hereby elected as a director of The Special Care Facilities Financing Authority of the City of Pell City, a public corporation formed under Chapter 62 of Title 11 of the Code of Alabama 1975, Section 11-62-1 et seq., for a term of office beginning at noon on November 11, 2013 and ending at noon on November 11, 2019.

3.
The above-named persons are qualified electors of and owners of real property in the City of Pell City, and the above-named persons are not officers of the State of Alabama or of any county or municipality in the State of Alabama.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 - 4713
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR CERTAIN HAZELWOOD DRIVE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City desires to conduct certain road improvements on Hazelwood Drive in the City of Pell City; and,

WHEREAS, the City is in need of certain geotechnical engineering services in connection with the above-described road improvements; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a professional services agreement with Terracon Consultants, Inc. to provide geotechnical engineering services for the above-described road improvements in the City on terms consistent with the proposal for geotechnical engineering services attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City as follows:

1. That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into a contract with Terracon Consultants, Inc., in form and substance as attached hereto as Exhibit A, for geotechnical engineering services in connection with the above-described road improvements, following the City Attorney’s final approval of said contract.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved Councilman Mitcham as the Council’s Ex-officio to serve on the Planning Commission.
On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 - 4714
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH RIVERTREE SYSTEMS, INC.
WHEREAS, the City of Pell City desires to provide for the collection of all local taxes and fees subject to the City’s taxing power, regardless of the jurisdiction in which a taxpayer maintains its principal office, to provide that all taxpayers are treated equally and to provide that all tax-related ordinances are uniformly and consistently applied; and,

WHEREAS, in order to accomplish these goals and objectives, the City desires to retain the services of a company legally qualified as a “private auditing or collecting firm,” as defined in the Alabama Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights and Uniform Revenue Procedures Act, §40-2A-1 et seq., Ala. Code 1975 (hereinafter the “Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights”) to perform audits and examinations of such taxpayers’ books and records.

WHEREAS, Rivertree Systems, Inc. is qualified as a “private auditing or collecting firm” under the Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights and, as such, provides collection, examining, and consulting services for local governments throughout the State of Alabama; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a professional services agreement with Rivertree Systems, Inc. to provide tax auditing and examination services in accordance the terms and conditions of the professional services agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the Mayor be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into a professional services agreement on behalf of the City with Rivertree Systems, Inc. in form and substance as the Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved to set January 9, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. for a Public Hearing to consider vacating streets and right-of-ways adjacent to Dr. John Haynes Drive and the old hospital property.
On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved to solicit bids for five new Police Department vehicles.
On motion of Councilmember Mitcham, seconded by Councilmember Henderson, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.
______________________________

James McGowan - Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________

Penny Isbell - City Clerk
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