
STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 5:30 p.m., on Monday February 13, 2017.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Councilman Jay Jenkins.
The pledge to the American Flag was led by Mayor Bill Pruitt.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance. 
Jeff Thompson and Carol Pappas addressed the council regarding a grant opportunity from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) that is aimed to help “proliferate meaningful humanities activities…”  The $150,000.00 grant would be used to collect artifacts for display in a cultural center.  They asked the council to commit to renovating the old Avondale Mills HR building to use as the center.    Mr. Thompson asked the City to be the Lead Organization and apply for the grant.  The deadline to apply for the grant was the grant February 15, 2017.  The collaborating partners would be City of Pell City, Pell City Public Library, Pell City School System, Jefferson State Community College – St. Clair Campus, The Heart of Pell City Downtown Revitalization and CEPA Management.  Mr. Jeff Thompson would serve as the Project Coordinator with approval from the City.  The grant would be dispersed over three years.  Mr. Thompson asked the City to provide 1,000 bricks from the Avondale Smokestack for a fundraising project and a commitment to fully remodel the former Avondale Mills HR Office by February 1, 2019.  Councilman Mitcham asked if any work done onsite had to be done through fundraisers.  Mr. Thompson responded that the City had to match the grant l:l.  City Manager Muenger stated the improvement of the building would not count towards the match, nor would any of the $150,000.00 grant displace any of that cost.  The City would be responsible for the match of $150,000 and also the renovation of the building.  During a walk through exam of the building, it appeared structurally sound with no roof leaks but in poor condition.  Mr. Muenger reminded everyone that this project was not included in the budget.  Mr. Thompson stated they were aware of the cost of repairing the building but the incentive was to be able to get the grant in the amount of $150,000.00 over the period of three years.  Mayor Pruitt asked what the plans were for maintaining the building after the first three years and would that be part of the operational cost.  Mr. Thompson provided a spreadsheet showing the expenses of keeping and maintaining the building.  Mr. Thompson stated that the City had a very good chance of getting this grant and that’s the reason they presented it to council on such a short notice.  City Manager Muenger stated there was a Community Development Block Grant on the agenda the City did not receive this year, and some ways the city knows it has to compete and have to put in for the grants to compete and there’s a one in three chance on those grants each year.  He stated this seems to be one of the things if they apply and the application is scored, there is a very good chance they will be awarded this grant.  City Manager Muenger wanted to only move forward with the grant application if it’s a very good thing for the City and if the City was ready to execute the project.  Councilman Jenkins asked what the estimated cost would be to bring the building up to code.  City Manager Muenger estimated the cost to be between $250,000 - $300,000 based on square footage compared to other properties in a similar condition.  Councilman Jenkins asked if that was in addition to the $150,000 that the City would have to match.    The answer was yes.  In addition, the City would be responsible for the costs of professional services with improving the building and continued operation costs that would go outside that three-year period.  Ms. Pappas stated they plan to exhaust all means possible for other grants and other avenues to assist with the costs.  She stated Pell City needs a museum and feels this is the perfect opportunity for that to come to fruition, and that this is what the residents have shown desires to have this become a reality.  Councilman Alverson stated the majority of the council members have concerns about this project and the cost of maintaining the building.  City Manager Muenger stated he and Ms. Pappas have been communicating about the opportunity of this grant, and he asked her how often these opportunities come along and she stated it most likely will not come around next year nor should it be expected the year after.  Ms. Pappas stated this is the first time that National Endowment for the Humanities has ever done anything like this.  This grant is streamlined for the type of project that is being proposed to council.  Councilman Alverson asked how the money would be allotted to the City during those three years.  Mr. Thompson explained the first year is $25,000, second year is $50,000 and the third year would be $75,000.  Councilman Henderson asked if the fundraising plan were to go above and beyond the match, could the funds be spent as far as general maintenance and upgrading of the property?  Ms. Pappas stated she had commitments from in-kind services and other professional services.  She asked if the City had any services that could be drawn upon to be used along with the grant.  City Manager Muenger stated if the council says they aren’t able to pursue this due to budgetary constraints, but still wanted to pursue this through standard fronting avenues, the city would be bypassing the $150,000 NEH funding, and the city would be responsible for the building and other things of that nature.  At the end of three years, the city will be responsible for running that facility anyway, and it needs to be considered outside the grand period if this is something to sustain at that initial three-year period where they will have some subsidizing funds.  Councilman Alverson asked if the building was in the master future plans for the Avondale property.  Some of the components may need to be shifted around to give the proper assurances of the property itself.  Doing something with the HR office has been in the plan.  City Manager Muenger suggested to follow-up with this topic after the remaining of the work session to discuss further.
Councilman Alverson reviewed the bills on file and everything was in order.

City Manager Muenger presented two requisitions over the amount of $5,000.00.

· Thompson Tractor Company, $9,787.30.  Annual preventive maintenance service of various generators at City and Utility buildings.

· High Tide Oil, $17,839.54.  Standard gasoline and diesel order 

Councilman Jenkins had a question pertaining to the cost of the annual preventive maintenance and also recommended that the City put the services out for bid.  Mr. Gossett stated that he had shopped the prices in the past year.  He also stated they carry the parts needed if the equipment breaks down, and the City would not have to wait for the parts to be ordered.

There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on January 23, 2017.
Bob Osborn addressed the council regarding a proposed Highway 34 Bypass.  Mr. Osborn brought before council some information he obtained from Regional Highway Engineers and developed a cost estimate.  His presentation included price estimates to reroute traffic at State Highway 34 near the Civic Center.  His plan was to move Highway 34 from in front of the Civic Center to one block over.  He believed that would reduce the traffic congestion at that intersection and reduce the high risk of accidents caused by the curves and blind spots.  Mr. Osborn presented photos and options to alleviate the traffic problem with a projected cost of $3,404,489.00, which does not include the land acquisitions.  Councilman Henderson asked Mr. Osborn during the meeting with ALDOT was he a citizen or a designated representative.  Mr. Osborn explained he was there as a citizen.  Councilman Mitcham asked what the cost of the land acquisition would be and Mr. Osborn stated $200,000.00.  Council also stated Cropwell Baptist Church and Coosa Pines Credit Union would possibly have an issue with rerouting the traffic through their property.  

Ben Dugger addressed council regarding his idea to build a covered stage on the Avondale property.  Mr. Dugger presented this to council previously in 2016 without council action.  He provided a drawing of the band shell that he would like to see built on the property.  He felt that it would work into the master plan, which could be a source of revenue for the City.  Mr. Dugger felt it could be built with donations from the City residents and businesses.  Judy Martin, a resident of the Mill Village, stood and expressed that she was against the building of a band shell.  She stated it was not needed due to having the CEPA building.  Street Superintendent Gossett has equipment on the property at the Mill Village to begin work of clearing the land in the coming weeks.  City Manager Muenger stated the City was several months away to having access to the property.  He also stated the City was not in a position to make any decisions on the property at this time.
Council discussed having a special called meeting on March 20th due to the majority of the council being absent for the March 27th regular meeting.  The work session would begin at 6:00 p.m. with the council meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Dawn Childre, Human Resource Director, presented the Workers’ Comp invoice for discussion.  As a result of some losses that the City had incurred several years back, our modifier has increased a significant amount this year.  The City has been looking into a number of options to mitigate that.  Ms. Childre addressed council pertaining to looking into different options as far as the rates for the workers compensation premiums.  The auditor gave the City three options with deductions to lower the premiums.  The City is currently getting a safety program discount, a drug free discount, a scheduled discount, and another protocol and a renewal dividend.  The discount the City doesn’t currently have is a state of Alabama drug free certification, which goes above and beyond the drug free policy that is now in place.  In order to get that discount the City would need to complete paperwork and submit to the State, which Ms. Childre will apply for.  Ms. Childre negotiated with MWCF for an additional four percent discount.  The only thing that would decrease the premium amount would be to have a plan with a deductible where the city would assume the first $25,000 of each claim that the City incurs.  The numbers worked for the $25,000 deductible.  City Manager Muenger recommended the council to consider the options at the one hundred percent mark or at the $25,000 deductible.  Councilman Jenkins agreed with the $25,000 deductible as well as Councilman Mitcham.  Councilman Jenkins had a question on the 2016 estimate of $231,800 and inquired if Ms. Childre anticipated an increase.  Ms. Childre explained there would be something added to that due to it being based on the budgeted payroll, which does not include the overtime and subcontractors pay.  If the City hires subcontractors and contractors that have their own workers compensation insurance, then the City is not liable for their liability.  City Manager Muenger stated to his knowledge the City has not had a claim from a contractor.  In 2015, there was a huge jump in the City’s audit due to the fact that the initial estimate did not take into consideration the City’s new pay plan.  When the audit came back, the $91,000 was actually deceiving, because the City was able to get back credits from McCartney Construction, who is a very large company, and they have workers’ compensation.  Ms. Childre was not with the City at that time, and the auditors were not provided the workers compensation certificate.  The City was able to go back and provide the certificate and received a $19,000 credit towards the City’s workers’ compensation.  

Applications were received for a Retail Beer and Table Wine License Off-Premises Only for Jiwani Food Mart and a Lounge Retail Liquor-Class II (Package) License Off-Premises Only for Jiwani Package Store.  The Police Department had conducted a background check on the applicant, Akber Jiwani.  No information was found that would prohibit Jiwani Food Mart and Jiwani Package Store from being approved for an Off-Premises Liquor License.  Councilman Jenkins inquired of the opening date, and the owner stated the plan was to open at the end of March 2017.  City Manager Muenger stated that it’s his understanding that for liquor to be sold, it has to be a separate store or be sub-divided and it can’t be one retail area.  Mr. Jiwani stated it is in the same building but two separate locations.
Three bids were received for purchasing bulk fuel.  High Tide Oil Company, which has been one of the City’s strong competitors in the fuel department in the past year, was the low bidder.  City Manager Muenger recommended council to approve the bid giving High Tide the business for the next year.
Two bids were received for the 2017 Spring Sports Uniforms.  B&S Sporting Goods was the lowest bidder for a complete uniform.  Councilman Mitcham asked if it was cheaper to go with Option two which is the synthetic dry fit style MLB replica jersey, and Mr. Edge explained that it is cheaper to go with that option.  Mr. Edge stated last year (2016) out of the seven teams, five teams chose to go with the cheaper uniforms, they liked the dry fit better than the two button.  City Manager Muenger stated that three years ago the City did not pay for the All-Star uniforms.  The City has since absorbed that cost which includes the jersey, pants, hat, socks and belt.  They were given the option of getting the dry fit uniform or another option and the teams chose the dry fit uniforms.

City Manager Muenger presented several items for surplus.  Some of the items were vehicles no longer needed.  Some items were obtained through the DRMO Program for the Police Department. 
City Manager Muenger discussed an application for a Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham Grant to help with improvements at the Civic Center.  He stated the foundation generally made some nice size grants and smaller grants for Land Water Conservation Fund.  Generally, they do not like to fund over twenty five percent of the total project cost.  Mr. Muenger spoke with the Park and Recreation staff about needed improvements. The grant could be used toward the tennis improvements that are also covered until the LWCF Grant and some improvement in the Wellness and Fitness Area.  Mr. Muenger did inform them the City had applied for a grant from LWCF, and if we are fortunate enough to be funded by LWCF and they would be happy to fund both of those concepts.  Mr. Muenger has already compiled all information to apply for this grant.
City Manager Muenger discussed the revised Water/Sewer Service Regulations Ordinance.  Mr. Muenger gave council a working copy of the Ordinance that the City Attorney John Rea, Ms. St. James, and the Revenue staff and himself have been working on for a long period of time.  A new credit card processor lowered the city’s processing fee, which increased the credit card participation payment as well as the ACH draft which has increased by about fifteen percent over that time.  They have also instituted the Lock box which is where the payments are processed at the address where payments are mailed.  Some of the issues that need to be addressed are the language in the Ordinance which allows people to make argument that they don’t have to pay their bill until a month after it’s actually due, because water bills are a month behind which shows that it is sixty days past due.  At this point, the City has around ten percent of our customers that are carrying a past due balance.  Some of those customers have made payment arrangements.  The City has a lot of money out and when people do walk away from the accounts, as the City has seen from the amount of money put into the MIS system, the City is left with an amount that far exceeds the amount of the deposit.  The City has instituted some common clarification in the Ordinance, some things that are very important to the city, which is getting a new application which is to be immediately filled out with beneficial information and current service information.  There have been many circumstances where people continue service in a relative’s name after they were deceased and getting the senior rate.  The City needs good information in order to collect delinquent bills.  Last month the city had seventy five accounts that were going to be involuntarily shut-off, of those seventy five accounts they were only had email addresses on file for twenty, and only able to have successful delivery on six of those.  Mr. Muenger spoke with Mr. Hazelwood on how to resolve this problem and he recommended door hangers for those customers.  The City will have to phase these changes in over a period of a month.  The rates in the Ordinance have not changed from the adopted schedule.  The deposits have not changed from the adopted schedule.  The proposed late fees were modified where the City can maintain the ten percent late fee with a minimum of $5.00 late fee per service.   The City wants to and will continue to work with people with payments, and our goal is to keep people in service.  But at times the City is left holding the debt for people that will not pay their past due accounts.  If the Ordinance is approved, the City Manager will do a bill insert with a link to the new Ordinance giving them the ability to read completely, start doing the door hangers and contacting the residents that we have correct contact information. 

City Manager Muenger presented a proposal for professional services with Me2graphics.  Mr. Luke Camara addressed the council regarding his proposal.  City Manager Muenger stated the City has been making an effort to increase the ways the City communicates with the citizens. The City has a dismal presence on social media with alot of our things not actively being maintained and cohesive, the same with the City’s website which should be addressed over the year.  The City needs to start communicating better with our citizens and have those items look more like the City would like them to look and project to the citizens.  So many people use Facebook, Twitter and Linked In with seventy-nine percent of the uses being adults.  Mr. Camara proposed to create a new logo for the City and work with five different departments on updating their current logo.  The social media would be consolidation pages doing staff training, looking over policies that Mr. Muenger is currently working on, but specifically empowering and training the employees and departments to use social media.  City Manager stated the city seal has been used as the logo and many of the departments have their own logo’s which he believes can be updated and improved.  Mr. Muenger stated that all have their own feelings about using social media, but he thinks the popular saying is ongoing if we are not participating in it, we are missing out on opportunities to push information out to our citizens in a very effective way.  The City has talked about the website and stated the website needs to be reworked every five years. The City has reached the point of reworking the website.  The City wants to make sure when people come to the City’s website, they are landing in the correct place. 

City Manager Muenger presented a Modified Risk Assessment proposal from Amec Foster Wheeler on the old Avondale Mills property.  He stated the City would utilize the testing results and work through ADEM guidance, using the Alabama Risk Based Action Report.  This tells us that “X” may be present and if you take a certain action, and this could mitigate it and some of it may not be in need of it due to the depth of it.  There is the possibility of shuffling some of the concepts the City has there, and the he would like to mitigate in place where it’s necessary. The City does have to have some significant assurances beyond physical things like concrete and rebar that is onsite now, which is dangerous for people to be on.  Councilman Jenkins asked how many times the City needed to go back for testing at the Avondale Mills site.  Mr. Muenger stated in Phase I, Phase II and Phase III, it would not be read that the city Can use the property.  Mr. Muenger prefers the property to be clean, but after the mediation process, the City might be able to proceed with plans on the property. 
Various board appointments were given to the council for consideration.
City Manager Muenger stated that there was an ordinance in place for the City to participate in the 2017 Severe Weather Tax Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday.
City Manager Muenger stated the city scored well on the CDBG application, but the city was not successful this year in getting the grant.

City Manager Muenger stated that Coosa Valley Water rates increased from $75,122.03 per month to $75,959.54 per month.

City Manager Muenger informed the council that he had included a copy of the Legislative updates in their packet.
City Manager Muenger stated he spoke with each councilmember to discuss the fact the City did not have an Associate Municipal Judge since the resignation of Ms. Tice.  Mr. Muenger thinks it will be appropriate for council to appoint an on-call Associate Judge for Municipal Court in cases where the Judge might have a conflict of interest.  There will not be a set salary for this position as it will be at an hourly rate.  The position falls under the same category as any other appointed position such as the prosecutor or public defender at will.  A full time Municipal Judge is a two-year term, which Judge Davis has one year left on his term.
Due to time constraints, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session to go into the regular council meeting. 
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a regular council meeting at the City Hall at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 13, 2017.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmen Jay Jenkins, Blaine Henderson, Jason Mitcham and Jud Alverson.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

On motion of Councilman Henderson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the requisitions over $5,000.00 on file.

On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on January 23, 2017.

On motion of Councilman Henderson, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved to have a special called council meeting at 7:00 p.m. on March 20th due to a majority of the council being out of town for the March 27th regular council meeting.  The work session will be held at 6:00 p.m. prior to the council meeting on the 20th.

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved to pay the quoted premium for the Workers’ Comp Insurance with a $25,000.00 deductible.

On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the application for a Retail Beer and Table Wine License Off-Premises Only for Jiwani Food Mart and a Lounge Retail Liquor-Class II (Package) License Off-Premises Only for Jiwani Package Store.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution awarding the bid for bulk fuel to High Tide Oil Company, Inc.:

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4733
A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF BULK FUEL

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the purchase of bulk gasoline and diesel, which specifications are more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bid that met the specifications established by the City was submitted by High Tide Oil Company, Inc. in the amounts detailed in the attached bid tabulation sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the purchase of the above-described bulk gasoline and diesel in the amounts detailed in the attached bid tabulation sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the following resolution awarding the bid for the 2017 Spring Sports Uniforms to B & S Sporting Goods:
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4734

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE PURCHASE
 OF 2017 SPRING SPORTS UNIFORMS

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the purchase of certain uniforms to be used in the 2017 spring youth sports leagues administered by the Pell City Parks & Recreation Department, which equipment is more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bid that met the specifications established by the City was submitted by B & S Sporting Goods in the amounts detailed in the attached bid tabulation sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the purchase of the above-described 2017 spring sports uniforms to B & S Sporting Goods in the amounts detailed in the attached bid tabulation sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution declaring certain items as surplus:
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4735

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNNEEDED PERSONAL PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City, Alabama, has certain items of personal property which are no longer needed for public or municipal purposes; and,

WHEREAS, Section 11-43-56, Ala. Code 1975, authorizes the municipal governing body to dispose of unneeded personal property;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the following personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, is not needed for public or municipal purposes:

2005 Ford Crown Victoria


VIN 2FAFP71W45X126863 

2007 Tiger Cargo Van


VIN A4TSV22FE0P000168 

1986 International F-1954


VIN 1HTLKUXR3GHA24250 

Kaiser Jeep Corporation


VIN 05D-17617/C123-10912 

1980 Tennant 830 Sweeper


VIN 8302379

Yanmar Coast Guard Rigid Inflatable
VIN 42677

Miscellaneous Police Department Items 
(list attached)

Section 2.   That the Mayor and the City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to dispose of the personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, described in Section 1, above, by receiving bids for such property.  All such property shall be sold to the highest bidder, provided, however, that the Council shall have the authority to reject all bids when, in its opinion, it deems the bids to be less than adequate consideration for the personal property.
On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the following resolution approving the submission of a grant application to the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham to assist with Civic Center improvements:
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4736

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF PELL CITY TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR A COMMUINITY FOUNDATION OF GREATER BIRMINGHAM GRANT

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City desires grant assistance for general improvements of the Civic Center Wellness Area and/or Tennis Facilities; and

WHEREAS, the City has the opportunity to apply for assistance through the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham Grant Program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City as follows:

1. That submission of a grant application through the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham Grant Program is authorized; and

2. That the amount of the grant request will not exceed $100,000; and

3. That the City of Pell City commits to satisfying the match for the overall capital improvements to the facilities; and

4. That the Mayor and City Manager are authorized to sign any and all documents to   procure and secure said grant.

Council President McGowan introduced the following ordinance revising the City’s Water & Sewer Service Regulations:
ORDINANCE NO. 2017 – 4737

AN ORDINANCE FIXING AND PRESCRIBING RATES,  CHARGES, TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICES TO BE FURNISHED BY THE WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS OF THE
 CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA.


BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS.
Water System - “Water System” means all facilities for the gathering, impounding, treatment, transmission and distribution of water for domestic use or for industrial use or both, together with all appurtenances to any such facilities within the present corporate limits of the City of Pell City and the surrounding territory.
Sewer System - “Sewer System” means all facilities for the conditioning, transmission and disposal of sewage, together with all appurtenances to any such facilities, providing sewage disposal services to all areas within the present corporate limits of the City of Pell City and the surrounding territory.
SECTION 2.  MANDATORY CONNECTION.

(a) The owner of all houses, buildings or properties used for human occupancy, employment, recreation or other purposes situated within the City and abutting on any street, alley or right of way in which there is now located or may in the future be located a public water pipeline of the City is hereby required, at the owner’s expense, to connect such facilities directly with the proper public water in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance within ninety (90) days after date of official notice to do so, provided that said public water line is within one hundred (100() feet of the property line, unless an exception is granted by the City.

(b) A separate and independent water connection shall be provided for every building.  Provided, however, multi-users, i.e. apartments, commercial centers, etc., are required to master meter the complex.

(c) Each residential, commercial or industrial site is required to have installed, at the customer’s expense, backflow prevention devices.
SECTION 3.  PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO CONNECT TO WATER SYSTEM.

(a) Any person found to be violating Section 2 of this Ordinance shall be served by the City with written notice stating the nature of the violation and providing ninety (90) days from the date of such notice for the satisfactory correction thereof.

(b) Any person who shall continue such violation beyond the time limit provided in paragraph (a) above shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined in the amount not exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each violation.  Each day in which any such violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense.
SECTION 4.  WATER AND SEWER RATES.
(a) The rates for water service for residential, commercial, and industrial usage furnished by the City of Pell City shall be as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.

(b) A sewage disposal service charge shall be paid by the owner or owners of each premises which shall dispose of sewage wastes originating from or on such premises by discharge thereof into any sanitary sewer served by the City sewer system.  The sewage disposal charge shall be computed on the basis of the quantity of water used upon the premises so served by the sewer system, as measured by the meter reading of the water system serving such premises, except as provided in subsection (c) below.  The rates for sewer service for residential, commercial, and industrial usage furnished by the City of Pell City shall be as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.

(c) In cases where the character of the sewage from any premises is such that it imposes an unreasonable burden upon the sewer system, the service rendered by the sewer system to such premises may be given a special classification in City’s schedule of sewer service charges and an additional charge may be made for such special classification of service, or the City may require such sewage to be treated in such manner as shall be specified by the City before it is discharged into the sewer system.

(d) Automatic Increase – Effective January 1, 2013, and each year thereafter, the rates for water and sewer service as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule shall automatically increase by two (2%) percent, unless action is taken by the City Council.

(e) Low-Income Senior Citizen Discount.

(1) Reduced Water and Sewer Rates.  The City of Pell City hereby authorizes a reduced monthly rate for residential low-income senior citizen customers of the City’s water and sewer utilities.  The reduced rate shall be known as the “Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate” as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.

(2) Eligibility. 

(a) The Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate shall be available to any household that meets the following criteria:

i. The residence seeking to receive the Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate must be occupied by one (1) or more senior citizens, aged sixty five (65) years or older at the time of application, who is the named customer and responsible for the City’s water or sewer service provided at the residence.

ii. The total gross household income for all household occupants, regardless of age, from all sources (such as Social Security, Disability payments, Veteran’s benefits, pensions, rents, annuities, retirement account withdrawals, etc.) must not exceed $14,400 per year.

(b) The Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate shall be available for residential customers only; non-residential customers shall be ineligible to receive such rate.

(3) Application Procedures.

i. The City Manager, or his or her designee, shall create an application form and a renewal form to comply with the provisions of this Ordinance.  Applications shall be available at the City Hall of the City of Pell City or mailed to a customer of the City, upon request.

ii. Persons wishing to apply for the Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate shall file a written application with the City on the form approved by the City.  This form shall include a statement in which the applicant attests under oath that the information provided by the applicant is true and correct to the best of the applicant’s knowledge.

iii. The applicant must provide proof of age demonstrating that the he or she is 65 years or older.  The applicant shall establish this requirement by providing a birth certificate, driver’s license or other valid Alabama identification, or other reliable official documentation of age.

iv. The applicant must provide proof of household income demonstrating that the total gross household income for all household occupants, regardless of age, from all sources does not exceed $14,400 per year.  The applicant shall establish this requirement by providing a copy of the most recent Federal Income Tax returns of all occupants residing in the household or, in the absence of a Federal Income Tax return, other reliable official documentation of annual household income.

v. The City may require any other information from the applicant reasonably necessary to determine the applicant’s eligibility.
(4) Annual Application Required.

i. Applications for the Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate shall be completed annually.

ii. A notice of renewal of application shall be mailed annually by the City to the then existing water or sewer customers receiving the Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate.  The completed renewal application form shall be returned to the City within 45 days, or the Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate shall be removed from the customer’s account.

iii. For new applicants, the Low-Income Senior Citizen Rate shall commence on the next subsequent billing date following approval of the applicant’s application.  

(5) Violation—Penalties.

The City hall have the authority to take all measures, criminal and/or civil, allowed by law to seek reimbursement for any reduction in utility rates achieved based on intentional misrepresentation, fraud, or deceit, and to seek any and all other penalties available under the law.
SECTION 5.  METERS.
A meter shall be installed upon each connection to the water system which shall be read at least once in each month by a duly authorized agent of the City who shall have access to the premises of each customer for such purpose at all times, and also for the purpose of removing any meters, pipes, or other facilities of the City located on the premises in the event service is discontinued to such customer.  Each customer, by having or leaving his or her premises connected to the facilities of the City and accepting service therefore, shall consent and agree to such access and such removal.

SECTION 6.  INSTALLATION OF IRRIGATION LINES AND METERS.
A customer shall have the right to tap into the customer side of the meter for the purpose of having installed, at the customer’s expense, a meter for irrigation purposes only.  For the sewer disposal service charge only, the usage on the irrigation meter shall be deducted from the sewer disposal service charge of the master meter.  This deducted amount will be subject to the sewer charge then in effect.
SECTION 7.  DEPOSITS.

(a) In order to secure the prompt payment of accounts and charges for services, facilities, and connections afforded by the City through its water and sewer systems, and as a condition precedent to the rendering of such services, each residential customer shall deposit with the City an amount per meter servicing each dwelling owned or leased by said customer as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.  Such deposit may be increased or decreased from time to time based on gross bills for the preceding month.  

(b) In order to secure the prompt payment of accounts and charges for services, facilities, and connections afforded by the City through its water and sewer systems, and as a condition precedent to the rendering of such services, each commercial and industrial customer shall deposit with the City an amount per meter servicing each building owned or leased by said customer as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.  Such deposit may be increased or decreased from time to time based on gross bills for the preceding month.  

(c) Provided, however, that the deposit required herein may be waived for any landlord or any licensed real estate broker acting as a property-management agent for a landlord  (“Landlord”), in good standing with the City, who owns or manages  two (2) or more single-family, residential dwellings served by the City’s water and sewer systems that are offered for lease to the general public, subject to the following conditions:

(1) The Landlord must be in good standing with the City and all ordinances, resolutions, and regulations of the City;

(2) The Landlord must execute an agreement specifying the terms and conditions of the utility service provided to the single-family dwelling owned or managed by Landlord (“Landlord Agreement”) and must comply with all terms and conditions of said Agreement.  The City Manager, or his or her designee, is hereby authorized to develop and implement a Landlord Agreement, and to modify said Agreement from time to time as necessary;

(3) The rental property must not be occupied by tenants; and

(4) The Landlord shall be responsible for all water used on the premises while in the name of the Landlord and shall not allow the account to become delinquent.

(d) The Landlord Agreement authorized by this Section shall not apply to utility service for commercial properties or multi-family residential properties containing more than two (2) dwellings, such as apartments, townhomes, condominiums, or similar multi-family properties.

SECTION 8.  BILLING AND LATE FEES.

(a) All users shall be billed monthly.  Bills shall be due no less than 15 days after bills are mailed.

(b) Bills will contain current meter readings, amount used, amount of charges for each service, the date the bill is due, the amount before the late payment charge, the amount of the late payment charge, and the amount including the late charge.

(c) A late payment charge shall be added to each bill for each service provided by the City (i.e., water or sewer) that remains unpaid after the due date in the amount as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City. 

(d) Payments received by mail after the due date will not be charged a late charge provided the U.S. postmark is on or before the due date regardless as to when the payment is actually received.

(e) If the due date is on a Sunday or City-observed holiday, the following day will be considered a day of grace if the payment is made in the office and not in the night depository.

(f) The City shall have the right to assess and add to the customer’s bill a service charge in the amount as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City, for any check presented to the City in payment of said customer’s bill that is subsequently returned unpaid to the City by the issuing bank for any reason.
SECTION 9.  INVOLUNTARY DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.
Any customer failing or refusing to pay his or her bill or any part thereof for water or sewage disposal service on the due date of said bill shall be subject to disconnection from the City’s water and sewer system and shall be subject to a fee for said disconnection as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.  The City shall have the authority to disconnect the connection to the water and sewer system until such time as full payment is received for all amounts due for water and sewer service, together with all applicable fees, including any amounts transferred to the customer’s account in accordance with the provisions of Section 12 of this Ordinance.  Any account subject to a Landlord Agreement pursuant to Section 7 hereof is not exempt from involuntary discontinuance of service in the event the Landlord fails to timely remit payment for service, fraudulently obtains service, or otherwise violates laws of the City of Pell City or the State of Alabama.

SECTION 10.  RECONNECTION OF SERVICE.
Upon the payment of all amounts due for water and sewer service, together with all applicable fees and charges as herein provided, service shall be reconnected to the premises of the customer.  Reconnection fees as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City, shall be charged in connection with the reconnection of service.

SECTION 11.  UNAUTHORIZED RECONNECTION OF SERVICE.
Any person who connects or reconnects a dwelling or commercial building to water service without the authority or permission of the City shall be guilty of a Class “C” misdemeanor and subject to punishment as provided by law and further be assessed a fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), plus costs of material and labor for any damage to the property of the City.

SECTION 12.  DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS.

(a) As a condition precedent to initiating water or sewer service at a particular location, a prospective customer must certify to the City that neither the customer, nor his or her spouse, nor any other resident in the household proposed to be served has any delinquent utility bills with the City.  Any misrepresentation concerning that information shall be grounds for discontinuation of service.

(b) If the City determines that an occupant of a household provided with water or sewer service by the City owes a delinquent utility bill or bills to the City, the City shall be authorized to transfer the entire amount of the delinquent bill or bills to the current, active customer account of the household.

(c) Prior to the transfer of said delinquent bills, the City shall provide written notice of its intent to transfer and an opportunity for the affected customer to object and contest said transfer in accordance with the Policies and Procedures of the City of Pell City Utility Department.  Following the transfer of said delinquent bills, the customer shall pay any delinquent bill or bills transferred to his or her account at the time the charges for his or her current utility service are due.  In the event said charges are not paid when due, the customer’s account shall be subject to involuntary discontinuance of service in accordance with Section 9 of this Ordinance.

(d) Following the involuntary discontinuance of water or sewer service for non-payment, no member of a customer’s family or any person living in the same house, building, or on the premises with the customer where the water or sewer service has been discontinued shall have the right to make a deposit for water or sewer service, or to request that the water or sewer service be reconnected at such locations, so long as:

i. The delinquent customer lives on the premises; and

ii. The water or sewer charges, together with all applicable fees, remain unpaid.

SECTION 13.  COLLECTIONS.


By accepting water or sewer service from the City, the customer agrees to pay the City’s costs of collection and enforcement, including reasonable attorneys’ fees (whether suit is actually filed or not), in the event the customer defaults on his or her obligation to pay the charges and fees due for water or sewer service.

SECTION 14.  LEAKS AND CUSTOMER ACCOUNT ADJUSTMENTS.
(a) Upon report of a water leak on the customer’s side of the meter, together with proof of the repair of the leak by the customer, the customer may be entitled to an adjustment in accordance with the Policies and Procedures of the City of Pell City Utility Department, provided that the customer meets the standards and requirements set forth therein.

(b) In the event a customer reports leaks or other problems concerning his or her water and/or sewer service, and such problems are determined to be the responsibility of the customer, the City shall have the authority to assess and add to the customer’s bill a fee as set forth in the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.

(c) In accordance with the Policies and Procedures of the City of Pell City Utility Department, the City Manager, or his or her designee, is hereby authorized to make adjustments to a customer’s account for a good and reasonable cause established by the customer, provided, however, that any adjustment to a customer’s account in excess of One Thousand and No/Dollars ($1,000.00) shall be subject to the approval of the City Council.
SECTION 15.  ADJUSTMENT FOR SEWER CHARGES RESULTING FROM FILLING OF SWIMMING POOLS.

A customer shall receive an adjustment/rebate to the sewer charges for water consumption of 10,000 gallons or more required for the filling of a swimming pool; however, such adjustment shall be made only once during a calendar year.  Said adjustment/rebate shall be calculated by determining the average sewer charge of the three (3) months immediately preceding the month in which the pool is filled and reducing the sewer charge on the bill in the month in which the filling occurs to that average amount.

SECTION 16.  VOLUNTARY DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE.
A customer may, at any time, request the discontinuance of service, and upon the payment of all charges for water and sewage disposal service afforded any customer, together with the cut-off fee as set forth in the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City, the deposit theretofore made by the customer shall be refunded without interest.  

SECTION 17.  INSTALLATION OF NEW WATER SERVICES.

All service lines for water shall be installed by a licensed plumber/general contractor, at the cost of the customer, to the property line and inspected by an employee of the City.  The customer shall pay the City an inspection fee associated with the work as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City, prior to the issuance of a building permit for the property.  If requested by the customer and in certain instances as approved by the City, the City will provide all labor and materials associated with providing a complete water service installation, including the tap, service line, all valves, meter, backflow, etc., for a single family dwelling at the rates provided in the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.

SECTION 18.  INSTALLATION OF FIRE PROTECTION LINES.

All fire protection lines shall be installed by a licensed plumber/general contractor, at the cost of the customer, to the property line and inspected by an employee of the City.  The customer shall pay the City an inspection fee associated with the work as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City, prior to the issuance of a building permit for the property. 

SECTION 19.  FIRE HYDRANTS.

All fire hydrants shall be installed by a licensed plumber/general contractor, at the cost of the customer and inspected by an employee of the City.  The customer shall pay the City an inspection fee associated with the work as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, which shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City, prior to the issuance of a building permit for the property. 

SECTION 20.  ANNUAL REVIEW.
At least annually, the City Council shall review the rates and charges prescribed by this Ordinance as shown on the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule and shall make such adjustments to said rates and charges as are necessary and appropriate.

SECTION 21.  POLICIES AND PROCEDURES OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY UTILITY DEPARTMENT.


The City Manager, or his or her designee, is hereby authorized to develop and implement Policies and Procedures of the City of Pell City Utility Department, subject to the approval of the City Council, which policies and procedures shall govern and direct the fair and efficient operation of the City’s water and sewer systems.

SECTION 22.   CITY OF PELL CITY WATER AND SEWER RATE AND FEE SCHEDULE.

The City hereby adopts the City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule, attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference.  The City of Pell City Water and Sewer Rate and Fee Schedule shall be subject to adjustment by ordinance of the City Council of the City of Pell City.

SECTION 23.  COPY TO CUSTOMER.

Upon request, any customer shall be furnished a copy of this Ordinance and the Policies and Procedures of the City of Pell City Utility Department.  However, regardless of whether a customer has received a copy of this Ordinance or said Policies and Procedures, every customer agrees to the terms of this Ordinance and said Policies and Procedures, including the rates, fees, charges, and policies set forth herein and therein, by accepting service from the water and sewer systems of the City.

SECTION 24.  WATER AND SEWER LIENS.

(a) When any bill for water or sewer service, together will all applicable fees, remains unpaid for ninety (90) days, the City shall be authorized to file a lien in the land records of the Office of the Probate Judge of St. Clair County against the real property served by the delinquent account for the past-due amount.  The amounts past due shall be a lien upon the property in favor of the City to be collected as other debts are collected or liens enforced.

(b) The notice of lien authorized herein shall not be filed for record in the Office of the Probate Judge of St. Clair County until the property owner has been given notice by registered mail, addressed to the address on file for the parcel at issue in the St. Clair County Revenue Commissioner’s office, of the fact of said delinquent account and the amount of the lien to be assessed.  At any time within fifteen (15) days after such notice has been mailed by the City, in accordance with the provisions of this section, the property owner shall have the right to file in writing with the City Clerk any objection against the lien.

(c) The City Council, at its next meeting after the filing of such protest, shall hear such protest and any evidence which the property owner may offer.  The Council may confirm, modify, or cancel the proposed lien fixing the assessment.

(d) If the property owner fails to protest within the time and manner stated, he or she shall be held to have consented to such assessment on the property. 

(e) Any property owner feeling himself aggrieved by the action of the City Council in overruling any protest filed in accordance with this section, either in whole or in part, may within five (5) days after such assessment has been finally fixed, appeal to the Circuit Court of St. Clair County.

(f) The property owner shall give a bond in twice the amount of the assessment with two good and sufficient sureties, conditioned to prosecute such appeal to effect, and to pay to the City such judgment as the Court may render upon the hearing of such appeal.

(g) Upon the appeal provided for herein being taken, the City Clerk shall immediately send to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of St. Clair County a transcript of the proceedings, including the protest and bond, and the cause shall thereupon be set down for hearing by said Circuit Court. The Circuit Court shall hear the appeal on the merits and render judgment accordingly.
SECTION 25.  CERTAIN ORDINANCES REPEALED.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances insofar as the same conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed, and specifically Ordinance Nos. Ordinance No. 2001-1552, Ordinance No. 2004-1758, Ordinance No. 2012-4158, Ordinance 2013-4269 and all amendments thereto, are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 26.  SEVERABILITY.

The provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  If any section, sub-section, schedule or provisions of this Ordinance be for any reason declared void or invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any other section, sub-section, schedule or provision of this Ordinance.

SECTION 27.  EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption and publication as required by law. 
City Attorney John Rea stated that there have been some slight modifications to the revised ordinance that was introduced to the council previously.  Several years back, the council gave the City Manager, by motion, the authority to resolve claims against the City in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00.  This was added in the revised water/sewer ordinance to state that the City Manager was authorized to make adjustments to customers’ accounts, for good cause shown as determined by the City Manager, in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00.  Any other adjustment over that amount would have to come before the council for consideration.   Councilman Jenkins asked if there were any guidelines as to the determination of such adjustments.  Mr. Rea stated that Section 14 of the ordinance dealt with adjustments according to the policies and procedures of the City of Pell City Utility Department.  Section 21 authorized and directed the City Manager and/or his designee to develop and implement these policies and procedures subject to the approval of the City Council.  City Manager Muenger stated that the City frequently has issues relating to leaks.  Historically, even though there hasn’t been an official policy in place, the City, basically, has an ad hoc policy of dealing with these types of situations.  There should be a consistent way of dealing with these things.  Mr. Rea stated that the City Manager has done a good job in trying to streamline and codify how this process is supposed to work.  It has worked because customers have been given leak credits and made payment arrangements without any real guidance.  The policies and procedures will give guidance, limitations and structure.  Mr. Rea stated that a fair reading of the ordinance authorizes the City Manager to run and administer the Utility System on a day-to-day basis.  There being no further discussion, Council President McGowan asked for a motion, second and roll call vote to Suspend the Rules.
Councilman Henderson moved that all rules and regulations, which unless suspended would prevent the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance, be suspended and that unanimous consent to the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance be given.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Alverson.  On roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmen Jenkins, Henderson, Mitcham and Alverson.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

Councilman Mitcham then moved that said ordinance be now placed upon its final passage and adopted.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Henderson.  The question being put as to the adoption of said motion and the passage of said ordinance, on roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmen Jenkins, Henderson, Mitcham and Alverson.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved and the ordinance adopted.
On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Jenkins, the council unanimously approved to table Resolution No. 2017 – 4738 approving a professional services agreement with me2graphics, LLC.

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the following resolution approving a proposal from Amec Foster Wheeler for a Modified Risk Assessment and General Consulting Services on the old Avondale Mills property:

RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – 4739

A RESOLUTION REGARDING A PROPOSAL FOR A MODIFIED RISK ASSESSMENT AND GENERAL CONSULTING SERVICES AT THE FORMER AVONDALE MILLS PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has approved certain capital improvement projects to improve the City, including the development of the former Avondale Mills Property; and

WHEREAS, Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure, Inc. (hereinafter “Amec Foster Wheeler”) has presented a proposal, as described in “Exhibit A”, to provide Environmental Services to the City that include a Modified Risk Assessment and General Consulting Services associated with the former Avondale Mills property; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a professional services agreement with Amec Foster Wheeler to provide such services for a proposed fee of $6,000.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City as follows:

1. That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into a professional services agreement with Amec Foster Wheeler for a fee of $6,000.00, as proposed, to provide Environmental Services that include a Modified Risk Assessment and General Consulting Services associated with the former Avondale Mills property.
On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the following appointments to the Board of Zoning Adjustments:
· David Arnett reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 06/13/19

· John Rickards reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 06/13/19

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the following appointments to the Commercial Development Authority:

· Ray Miller reappointed to another 4-year term – new term will expire 06/25/19

· Bala Baptiste reappointed to another 4-year term – new term will expire 06/25/19

· Matthew Pope reappointed to another 4-year term – new term will expire 06/25/19
On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the following appointments to the Cropwell Historical Society:

· Paula Hereford reappointed to another 4-year term – new term will expire 03/24/20

· Sherry Bowers reappointed to another 4-year term – new term will expire 02/25/19

On motion of Councilman Henderson, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the following appointments to the D.A.R.E. Board:

· Richard Minor reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 03/14/19

· Phil Seay reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 03/14/19
· Lyle Harmon reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 03/14/19
· Michael Barber reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 03/14/19
· Cecil Fomby reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 03/14/19
· Lance Bell reappointed to another 3-year term – new term will expire 03/14/19

On motion of Councilman Mitcham, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council unanimously approved the following appointment to the JBS Mental Health Authority:

· Joey Stevens appointed to replace Margie Stanford – 6-year term – term will expire 06/25/21
On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Mitcham, the council unanimously approved the following appointments to the Library Board:

· Rene Baptiste reappointed to another 4-year term – new term will expire 10/08/20

· Suzie Walker reappointed to another 4-year term – new term will expire 06/12/20

· Julia Skelton appointed to finish 4-year term of Richard Willert – term will expire 01/09/19

· Urainah Glidewell appointed to finish 4-year term of Jack Lincoln – term will expire 08/24/17

On motion of Councilman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Alverson, the council unanimously approved the appointment of Joey Stevens as Associate Municipal Court Judge.

On motion of Councilman Alverson, seconded by Councilman Henderson, the council approved the appointment of Michael Dillard as Municipal Court Public Defender.  Councilman Jenkins abstained.
Jeff Thompson and Carol Pappas readdressed the council concerning the application for the National Endowment for the Humanities Grant.  Mr. Thompson stated that if funding was an issue, there are capital options they could explore.  Ms. Pappas stated that they could do fundraising that could be applied to brick & mortar.  In-kind services could also be applied to the brick & mortar part.  They pledged to do anything they could in support of being able to have the Avondale Mills HR Building for their project.  City Manager Muenger asked what the ramifications would be if the City was awarded the grant and then had to return the funds.  Mr. Thompson stated that he did not have a clear answer for him.  When asked, Mr. Thompson stated that the deadline for the application was Wednesday, February 15th.  Councilman Alverson stated that there were a lot of unknowns.  He felt the council wanted to support this but there were too many reservations because of the unknown.  Councilman Jenkins stated that he felt the council was for the project but didn’t feel the council could commit to the costs associated with the grant stipulations by Wednesday.  Ms. Pappas asked if the council could commit the building contingent upon the grant being awarded.  The grant would be used for the guts of the project, not the brick & mortar part.  It would go toward research, acquisition of artifacts, programming, staffing or curating.  Ms. Pappas stated that Jeff State was the only other entity that could apply for the grant, other than the City.  She stated that she had spoken to Former Mayor Guin Robinson and he had already agreed that Jeff State could be the Lead Organization if the City couldn’t.  Council President McGowan stated that it would be good if Jeff State would be the Lead Organization and the City could help out on other things.  Mr. Muenger stated that the building is an integral part of the project and his understanding is that the council is unsure if they can commit to having the building ready in time to host the exhibit.  Mayor Pruitt stated that he had the same concerns as the council.  He didn’t know if the City could commit to this project the way it was written and on such short notice.
City Manager Comments:  Pell City will be hosting the President of Jacksonville State University at the Mayors’ Breakfast in the morning.  The breakfast will be held in the Municipal Complex Banquet Room at 7:30 a.m.

Mayor Comments:  Mayor Pruitt announced the ground breaking ceremony for the new theater and bowling alley.  He extended a written invitation to Former Mayor Funderburg and the previous council members to join in the celebration because of their hard work in making this event happen.  The ground breaking will be held on Wednesday, the 15th, at 1:00 p.m. 
On motion of Councilmember Henderson, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.
______________________________

James McGowan - Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________

Penny Isbell - City Clerk
City of Pell City
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