STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 4:30 p.m., on Monday July 11, 2016.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Mayor Joe Funderburg.

The pledge to the American Flag was led by Councilmember Jay Jenkins.

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.
A discussion was held on the payment of bills on file.  Councilmember Thomas questioned the purchase of filters for the Splash Pad and how often the Splash Pad would need new filters.  Mr. Edge explained the additional filters will be used while the other filters are being cleaned.  It would expedite the reopening of the park after replacing the filters within fifteen minutes.  Ms. Thomas stated that she was satisfied with paying the bills on file.    

City Manager presented three requisitions over $5,000.00 on file.

· High Tide Oil Company for regular and diesel gasoline expense:
$18,915.72

· B&S Sporting Goods for All-Star Uniforms:



$6,881.58

· Pyro Shows of Alabama – July 4th Display:



$8,500.00

There were no comments on the minutes of the special called council meeting held on June 20th, 2016.

There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on June 27th, 2016.

A discussion was held on Resolution 2016-4631 regarding the condemnation of property located at 255 Oak Leaf Circle, which was tabled at the June 27, 2016 Council meeting.  City Manager Muenger spoke with Building Inspector Riggins and there had been no additional correspondence on Oak Leaf Cir.  There was some discussion informally during the last Council meeting of transferring the property, and that appears to not be moving forward, and had nothing additional to provide.  Mr. Riggins stated the standing offer between the seller and potential buyer came to a disagreement and the owner withdrew the offer.  Council President McGowan requested to move forward with demolition.

A discussion was held on Resolution 2016-4633 regarding the condemnation of property located at 3120 7th Avenue North, tabled from June 27, 2016 Council meeting.  Building Inspector Larry Riggins addressed the council stating he received a copy of a contract from Jeff Smith / Ten Percent, LLC and Engstrom Construction.  Mr. Riggins believes the amount would be $10,000.00 to $15,000.00 in structural work.  With a new roof, caulking, plumbing, electrical replacement, HVAC work, it appears to be closer to $20,000.00 to $22,000.00 to complete the work.   Mr. Engstrom is only licensed to do work up to $10,000.00.  Council President McGowan asked if the Council would accept the contract provided.  Mr. Riggins explained the State law requires the contractor to oversee the entire project, and Mr. Engstrom does not have a State nor City license to perform the work at the previous mentioned home.  Mr. Riggins also said Mr. Smith can’t get the home in a livable condition with the repairs totaling $7,000.00 to $8,000.00.  Mr. Smith said he is not spending $20,000.00 to repair of the house, and it will be in a livable condition once he completes the updates.    City Manager Muenger asked Mr. Smith if it would be less than $10,000.00 including material and labor.  Mr. Smith said he had already begun work on the house and has material purchased.  Councilmember Jenkins told Mr. Smith that the last thing he wants to do is to destroy the home.  However, this project has taken so long and he continues to prolong the remodeling of the structure of the home.    Mr. Smith said he’s been waiting since 2015 to get the work done on the house.  Councilmember Wood stated the hold up on the remodeling of the house is due to Mr. Smith not being able to get a contractor and proper business license.  Council President McGowan described to Mr. Smith that Council wants to help him with getting the home livable, and Mr. Smith stated it will take him two months to have the repairs completed.

Laurie Mize Henderson, who’s a contract attorney in the local bar association and one of eight contract attorneys in Juvenile Dependency action, addressed the council regarding  a major need for children that are in the Foster Care System to have their own luggage.  At times things don’t work out at the home where they were placed and they have to be removed.  At that time they have put their few belongings in a black garbage bag and go into another home they are not familiar with.  The request to Councilmembers was in the amount of $100.00 for each child to have their own piece of luggage.  The total donation request was in the amount of $5,000.00.  Mayor Joe Funderburg asked if the group had approached the Children’s Council, and Ms. Henderson replied they have not as of the Council meeting.  Mayor Funderburg explained there were several different agencies that can assist with the needs of children in foster care.  Councilmember Templin suggested reaching out to churches for assistance with getting the luggage for the children, and he also stated he has luggage he will donate for the children to have for their needs.  Councilmember Jenkins stated that he admired the group for the efforts they are putting towards assisting children in Foster Care.  He also agreed that the group should reach out to other resources available and should be able to get additional financial assistance.  Councilmember Jenkins said the Children’s Advocacy Group could depend on him for making a donation for the needs of the children.  Council President McGowan asked how soon they would need the donations, and Ms. Henderson replied the sooner the better.  Mayor Funderburg recommended the Advocacy Group reach out to other cities in St. Clair County, churches and the Children’s Council.  

Greg Bain presented the Fiscal Year 2015 Audit.  As presented in the Audit of the Governmental side there was a net increase.  The Utility Department had a positive cash flow.  Mr. Bain stated the City had a very good year, with the general fund revenue received during 2015 fiscal year exceeded the expenditures.  The General Fund is very strong and showing growth for the City.  The revenue increased during the fiscal year of 2015 and had positive revenue that was higher than predicted.  Last year the receivables were discussed as far as the utilities, to assure the billings are paid each month, and if not paid what the City needs to do to collect the monies from the Customer.  One of the resolutions Mr. Bain suggested is to be proactive when the customer comes to have the utilities connected, make sure the customer will be someone that will pay, and afterwards how will the City collect the monies from the customer.  The City needs to create a monitoring or background check to make sure the person that’s setting up utilities with the City is the person that the utilities is in their name.

City Manager Muenger addressed the 2015 Worker’s Compensation final audit billing, for Council’s consideration for payment of the statement.  Presented to council was the audit for the 2015 billing cycle which yielded an additional payment.  Worker’s Compensation as a whole is computed by Payroll multiplied by the modifier by the individual functioning area.  During the timeline between when the initial estimate was presented to the City and when the final audit was performed, the new pay scale went into effect so the salaries grew.  The City also had a high modifier due to a very serious injury that took place in 2011, and those stay on your record for three years and that gave the City modifier of 1.12 and a combination of those two things that led to the increase.  For the current billing year the modifier has dropped down to .92, as the 2011 claim rolls off.  However, last year the City had a very serious claim that will be reflecting in the future modifiers.

A discussion was held on a User Agreement between the City and the Rotary Club of Pell City.  Mr. Muenger met with the Rotary Club Board and talked about the previous arrangement they had at the Civic Center which was only a verbal agreement.  The City of Pell City drafted a User Agreement for the Rotary Club to review, sign, and follow the agreement’s terms.  The agreement is for a term of ten years, which at that time the Rotary Club can renew their agreement.  Mr. Ed Tyler expressed the Rotary Club’s appreciation to be a part of the Municipal Complex and the significant improvement of the facility to be used by the Rotary Club.  He stated that it’s the Rotary Club’s pleasure to be a part of the new equipment installed for use for those renting the Municipal Complex.

City Manager Muenger addressed the Council about the remaining furniture and inventory at the previous location of the Pell City Library.  CEPA had some interest in some of the shelving and other items that might be of use at their location.  Councilmember Wood asked about the size of the round tables that remain because the Senior Center needs an additional card table.  Once everyone has viewed the remaining equipment and furniture, City Manager Muenger would like to sale it as surplus.

A discussion was held on the Weed Nuisance Abatements.  Several months ago Council approved the City to solicit bids and/or quotes to hire someone for cutting and cleaning of properties declared a nuisance.  The reason for seeking a new landscaping company is due to the current contractor was a previous employee of the City.  Gold Star Landscaping, LLC was chosen to perform the work for the City of Pell City on each property that had been declared a nuisance.  Councilmember Jenkins asked if the City requested bids with Workers Compensation Insurance and without Workers Compensation Insurance.  City Clerk Isbell explained that all of the contractors were contacted and told that the City would consider vendors without Workers Compensation Insurance.  Council President McGowan stated that the City needed to accept the bid given by Mr. Mullinax due to the need of getting the lots cleared and cleaned.

A discussion was held regarding an agreement submitted by Middle Alabama Area Agency on Aging (M4A).  This is a renewal agreement for them to provide meals to the senior citizen program at the Senior Center.  The City has contracted with them for several years

City Manager Muenger discussed an addendum to the agreement with Total Fire Protection, Inc. that provides maintenance for the sprinkler system at City Hall.  They have submitted an addendum to the agreement to provide maintenance for the sprinkler system for the Municipal Complex.

City Manager Muenger discussed an item that arose last Council meeting regarding an All-Star team representing Pell City’s Park and Recreation.  The 12 Year Old All-Star Baseball team is currently competing to move forward into the World Series and they are asking Council for consideration to assist with travel expenses.  Councilmembers discussed setting precedence for supporting the teams that do pay to play in our Park and Recreation league, with the teams representing the City of Pell City.  City Manager Muenger recommended setting up something in the budget to assist with expenses that were presented to Council the past two meetings.  Council President McGowan asked City Manager Muenger to draw up a policy to be in place to address questions presented to Council for request for assistance.  Mayor Funderburg requested funds be set aside for functions as those mentioned prior to and other functions that come to Council for financial donations.  

City Manager Muenger provided Council with the ADEM Annual Inspection of the water system.  The report generally looks good.

Mayor Funderburg mentioned artist Wayne Spradley donating some paintings to the Municipal Complex and Library.  The City will be responsible for picking up the paintings and framing of them.

Councilmember Templin addressed Council about the situation in Dallas, TX, and he would like for the City to have a Prayer Vigil for our Policemen and First Responders.  Mayor Funderburg said he would like to do it in a form of a Proclamation.  Councilmember Templin wanted to assure the Police Officers and Firemen they have the support of the City Council and the City.  All Councilmembers were in agreement.

Council President McGowan stated that the council needed to go into Executive Session before the regular council meeting started.  City Attorney John Rea certified that the purpose of the Executive Session was to discuss potential litigation.  At 5:46 p.m., Councilmember Wood made a motion to enter into Executive Session for approximately 15 minutes.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Templin and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  At 6:13 p.m., Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to enter into regular session.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Thomas and unanimously approved by the council.  No action was taken.
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a regular council meeting at the City Hall at 6:13 p.m. on Monday, July 11, 2016.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved requisitions over $5,000.00 on file.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the special called council meeting held on June 20, 2016.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on June 27, 2016.

Tabled from the June 27th council meeting was the consideration of Resolution No. 2016 - 4631 regarding the condemnation of property located at 255 Oak Leaf Circle.  Mr. Michael Wright stated that he now has an agreement for him to purchase the property from Mr. & Mrs. Lewis.  He is hoping to move forward but asked the council for an additional two weeks to get his paperwork in order.  Jacob Harmon will be his contractor.  He will need to present a signed contract with his contractor and a detailed plan of work to Larry.  On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to table this item until the next council meeting.
Tabled from the June 27th council meeting was the consideration of Resolution No. 2016 - 4633 regarding the condemnation of property located at 3120 7th Avenue North.  Building Inspector Larry Riggins recommended that the council table this item until the next council meeting.  He would like to see the total scope of work before considering allowing Mr. Smith’s contractor to oversee the total project.  It may be out of the realm of what the contractor’s business license will allow him to do.  On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved to table this item until the next council meeting.
On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to accept the FY2015 Audit as presented by Greg Bain.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to pay the 2015 Final Audit bill for the Municipal Workers’ Compensation Fund in the amount of $91,327.00.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council approved the Memorandum of Understanding with the Rotary Club for the use of the meeting room at the Municipal Complex.  Councilmembers Jenkins and Wood abstained.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4640
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF 
UNNEEDED PERSONAL PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City, Alabama, has certain items of personal property which are no longer needed for public or municipal purposes; and,

WHEREAS, Section 11-43-56, Ala. Code 1975, authorizes the municipal governing body to dispose of unneeded personal property.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the following personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, is not needed for public or municipal purposes:

· Lot 1 – Shelving - brand name Estey (8 sections with various heights and lengths. Blue ends with beige shelves)

· Lot 2 - Shelving - brand name Estey (4 sections 84”H x 36”D x 324”L. Maroon ends with beige shelves)

· Lot 3 - Shelving (12 large sections and 12 small shelves)

· Lot 4 - Assortment of Chairs (40 Red – 5 Blue – 15 assorted styles/color)

· Lot 5 - Small Tables (2 Oak top tables and 2 blue top tables with 12 chairs and 1 oak top desk)

Section 2.   That the Mayor and the City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to dispose of the personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, described in Section 1 above, by receiving bids for such property.  All such property shall be sold to the highest bidder, provided, however, that the Council shall have the authority to reject all bids when, in its opinion, it deems the bids to be less than adequate consideration for the personal property.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:  
RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4641

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR LAWN SERVICES RELATING TO THE CITY OF PELL CITY’S 
WEED ABATEMENT NUISANCE 

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive quotes for the cutting and cleaning of properties declared nuisance in compliance with Ordinance No. 2015 - 4435, more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and,

WHEREAS, the lowest quote that met the specifications established by the City for the lawn services was submitted by Gold Star Landscaping, LLC in the amounts as follows: 0 – 15,000 sf @ $75.00; 15,000 – 30,000 sf @ $125.00; 30,000 – 45,000 sf @ $250.00; 45,000 – 60,000 sf @ $350.00 and 60,000 plus sf @ $450.00, as collectively detailed in the attached quote sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, this resolution will serve as a binding contract with Gold Star Landscaping, LLC for the purpose of cutting and cleaning of properties declared nuisance in compliance with Ordinance No. 2015 – 4435; and

WHEREAS, the contract will remain in full force until December 31, 2016, unless the contractor is unable to perform such duties as described under the Scope of Services as outlined in the quote specifications; and

WHEREAS, the City reserves the right to extend the contract for an additional two years in one-year contracts; provided, however, that both parties agree to the extension, all the terms, conditions and specifications remain the same and such extension is approved by the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the quote for the lawn services to Gold Star Landscaping, LLC in the amounts as follows: 0 – 15,000 sf @ $75.00; 15,000 – 30,000 sf @ $125.00; 30,000 – 45,000 sf @ $250.00; 45,000 – 60,000 sf @ $350.00 and 60,000 plus sf @ $450.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to begin the services approved herein.
On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4642

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 

MIDDLE ALABAMA AREA AGENCY ON AGING (M4A)
WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has partnered with Middle Alabama Area Agency on Aging (hereinafter M4A) for several years to enhance the provision of nutrition and other services to eligible seniors in St. Clair County and the City of Pell City; and

WHEREAS, M4A has proposed to partner with the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms set forth in the attached Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2016 and end not later than September 30, 2017; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again partner with M4A.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with M4A pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 
On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4643

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ADDENDUM TO 

THE CITY OF PELL CITY’S AGREEMENT WITH 

TOTAL FIRE PROTECTION, INC.

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has determined that it is essential to continue safety measures in City facilities and buildings; and,

WHEREAS, the City has an agreement with Total Fire Protection, Inc. for the maintenance of the sprinkler system at City Hall; and

WHEREAS, the City has requested and obtained a quote from Total Fire Protection, Inc. for the continued inspection and maintenance of the sprinkler system at the Municipal Complex; and

WHEREAS, Total Fire Protection, Inc. has submitted a quote in the amount $78.00 per quarter for the inspection of the “One Wet System”, $185.00 annually for the test and inspection of the “Backflow Preventer” and $70.00 per quarter for the inspection of the “Floor Control Assembly” at the Municipal Complex; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the City to approve the addendum to the agreement with Total Fire Protection, Inc. for the services as described in the addendum hereby attached as Exhibit “A”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to sign the addendum to the agreement with Total Fire Protection, Inc. as described in Exhibit “A” for the inspection and maintenance of the sprinkler system at the Municipal Complex. 
On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to Suspend the Rules in order to amend the agenda.  On roll call, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.
On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved to add the following item to the agenda.  On roll call, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.
· Consider a request for a $1,500.00 donation to help pay the expenses of the 12yr old Dizzy Dean Baseball All-Star team if they were to advance to the World Series.  

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to donate $1,500.00 to the 12yr All-Star Baseball Team contingent on them advancing to the World Series.  The council determined that this expenditure will serve a public purpose by promoting the health, safety, morals, security, prosperity, contentment and general welfare of the community and promote the City’s Park & Recreation Leagues and promote the City’s exposure to other parts of the State and community. 
City Attorney John Rea asked that the council reconsider RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4641 approving the quote for weed nuisance abatements and putting a cap on these expenditures.  Councilmember Wood amended her motion to add a cap of $10,000.00.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jenkins and unanimously approved by the council.
On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan
Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________

Penny Isbell

City Clerk
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