STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in regular session at the City Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, March 9, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The invocation was led by Mayor Joe Funderburg.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Dot Wood.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the special called council meeting held on February 19, 2015.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on February 23, 2015.

Mayor Funderburg presented the following proclamation to the American Cancer Society proclaiming March 2015 as Colon Cancer Awareness Month:

WHEREAS, Colorectal Cancer is one of the few cancers that can be prevented through screening and removal of hidden growths or polyps; and
WHEREAS, Colorectal Cancer is one of the most preventable, treatable and beatable forms of cancer when diagnosed early; and 
WHEREAS, through this proclamation of awareness of this deadly disease, more residents of Pell City are encouraged to follow certain medical procedures to prevent colorectal cancer; and 
WHEREAS, every citizen of Pell City is encouraged to be screened regularly, and talk with your doctors about Colorectal Cancer Prevention; and
THEREFORE, as Mayor of Pell City, I, Joe T. Funderburg do hereby proclaim March 2015 as Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month.

Mayor Funderburg presented the following proclamation to Bill Ervin:

WHEREAS, Bill Ervin was appointed to the Pell City Planning Commission by Mayor Lawrence Fields in 1989; and

        WHEREAS, Bill Ervin has faithfully served on that board until January 22, 2015; and

         WHEREAS, Bill Ervin, as a member of that board, served as the chairman for many years; and

          THEREFORE, I, Joe T. Funderburg, as Mayor, along with the City Council, do hereby proclaim and acknowledge that Bill Ervin has dedicated and devoted his services to the City of Pell City. 
Merry Bice, representing the Gateway Community Garden Committee, addressed the council with a request to utilize approximately ¼ acre on the Avondale site to set up a community garden.  They would like the area to be easily accessible to the public.  The beds will be raised beds with a rain barrel irrigation system.  The committee asked if they could set up a temporary garden until all of the studies have been completed on the site.  Councilmember Thomas said that she would look at a section toward Arbor Baptist Church and let them know if it is feasible.

Shay Farley addressed the council regarding predatory lenders locating in Pell City.  These include businesses such as auto title loans, payday loans, rent-to-own and buy here/pay here auto dealers.  She would like to the council to adopt an ordinance or resolution limiting the number of businesses that can locate in the city.
Jason Goodgame updated the council on the Capital Improvements Projects.  The Splash Pad Bids opened this morning.  He presented a breakdown of the bids vs. the budget.  The base bid was $811,000 vs. $630,000 budgeted.  The ADA improvements at the Lakeside Park are moving forward to reach the deadline.  The next set of drawings presented on the Library will be the build-out drawings.  The upgrades will be in one package and the HVAC will be in another package.

Duffy Sanders and Paul Garing presented a proposal to upgrade the copiers/printers throughout the city departments.  The proposal would replace machines that needed replacing and move machines that were still serviceable to other departments while bringing all of the machines under one maintenance plan.  The proposed machines would also help the city to move toward digitizing documents.  On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to table this item.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4405

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, TO ACCEPT THE PLAYGROUND RENOVATION PROJECT GRANT AND COMMIT TO THE LOCAL SHARE

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has been awarded a grant through the Land and Water Conservation Fund Program 13-LW-990 by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the grant project is titled the “Pell City Playground Renovation Project”,  that said grant is in the amount of $50,000, that the scope of work is described as the renovation of the playground facility in Glenn City Park and 19th Street Park, and that the project is located within Glenn City Park and 19th Street Park.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City: 

1. That the City of Pell City accepts said grant award; 

2. That the City of Pell City commits the local share in the amount of $ 50,000; and

3. That the Mayor is authorized to sign any and all documents to secure and implement said grant.  

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4406

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR TWO USED 2007 PETERBILT DUMP TRUCKS

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the purchase of two used 2007 Peterbilt dump trucks, which are more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, the lowest bid that met the specifications established by the City was submitted by Goodgame Company, Inc., in the amount of $43,000.00 per dump truck.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the purchase of two used 2007 Peterbilt dump trucks to Goodgame Company, Inc. in the amount of $43,000.00 per dump truck.
Proposals were submitted by Municipal Consultants in the amount of $46,500 and CDG Engineers in the amount of $50,000 regarding the study of the drainage issue on 1st Avenue South.  Each engineer expressed their opinion on how they felt the situation should be handled.  The issue will be discussed further at the next meeting.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously authorized John Rea to draft an agreement with the company that is hosting the rodeo at Lakeside Park, in conjunction with the Pell City Fire Department, to raise money for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
Proposals were received from Coca-Cola and Pepsi regarding the concessions at the Park & Rec.  After consideration of both proposals, Councilmember Templin made a motion to go with Coca-Cola.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jenkins and unanimously approved by the council.

Councilmember Wood made a motion to Suspend the Rules in order to amend the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jenkins and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to add the following item to the agenda.  


Discuss a New Bond.

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wood and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None. 

Financial Advisor Rory Hartley stated that the city might need to borrow up to $4.5m.  The Splash Pad bids came in approximately $400,000 over budget.  Councilmember Templin stated that the city needed to live within their budget on the splash pad.  He feels it needs to be discussed at a special called work session.  Councilmember Jenkins stated that he had a hard time borrowing a large amount of money.  The city needed to live within their means.  He would like the new City Manager to look at it before a decision is made by the council.  A decision was made to have a Special Called Work Session/Council Meeting to discuss the bids on the Splash Pad and borrowing new money.

At 11:30 a.m., Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to enter into Executive Session for approximately 10 minutes.  The purpose of the Executive Session was to discuss the potential sale of city property.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wood and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

At 11:39 a.m., Councilmember Thomas made a motion to enter back into regular session.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Templin and unanimously approved by the council.  No action was taken.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan, Council President
ATTEST:

______________________________

Penny Isbell, City Clerk
