STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a special called council meeting at the City Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 12, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The invocation was led by Mayor Joe Funderburg.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Terry Templin.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

A discussion was held regarding the bids received on the Splash Pad.  Jason Goodgame explained to the council that they would need an easement from Alabama Power that may cost approximately $20,000.  Councilmember Wood stated that she would like to hold off on the canopies that were included in the bid package.  She would like the city to erect small pavilions that can be rented out every two hours.  Councilmembers Jenkins and Templin stated they would like to omit the large center feature and use the money for tennis upgrades.  Councilmembers Wood and Thomas stated that they do not want to omit the large center feature.  After discussion, Councilmember Thomas made a motion authorizing City Attorney John Rea to draft resolutions for consideration awarding Package #1 Base Bid with Alternates 7 & 8 and Package #2 Base Bid with Alternate 3.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wood and approved by the council.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Wood and Thomas.  Nays:  Councilmembers Jenkins and Templin. 
A discussion was held regarding a new bond.  Financial Advisor Rory Hartley stated that in the worst case scenario, the city would need to borrow $3.5m.  He advised the council to implement policies to boost their bond rating.  He would like for them to review Pelham’s policy and possibly implement one similar.  On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved to go to bond and borrow new money.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.
Councilmember Thomas made a motion to Suspend the Rules in order to amend the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Templin and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to add the following item to the agenda. 


Consider hiring one full-time and two part-time employees for the Community Center.

On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the hiring of one full-time and two part-time employees for the Community Center.  The hours of operation for the Community Center will be the same as the hours of operation for the Civic Center.

Jason Goodgame stated that the A/C unit at the Municipal Complex needs repairs.  He would like the council’s guidance on whether to repair the units or rent portables.  CenturyLink would have to be agreeable to any temporary fix.  Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to temporary fix the A/C unit and declare it an emergency at the next council meeting so that quotes could be obtained for a new unit.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wood and unanimously approved by the council.

Councilmember Jenkins made a motion to Suspend the Rules in order to add the following items to the agenda:


Consider quotes received on a retaining wall at the Civic Center pump house.

Consider quotes received on a water issue under the bathrooms at the large pavilion at Lakeside Park.  

The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wood and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President declared the motion approved.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the quote of $8,600.00 for the retaining wall needed at the Civic Center pump house.

Jason Goodgame stated that a change order to the ADA Improvements Package would need to be considered and approved at the next council meeting in order to fix the water issue under the bathrooms at the large pavilion in Lakeside Park.  The amount to fix the problem was quoted as $5,450.00.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved to reject the following alternates on the Splash Pad Bid Packages:  Alternates #1, 2, 4, 5, 6 & 6A 

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4407

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE PELL CITY SPLASH PAD BID PACKAGE 1 – GENERAL TRADES PACKAGE

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the construction of a new Pell City Splash Pad and related improvements, which bids included the Pell City Splash Pad Bid Package 1 – General Trades Package, more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and,

WHEREAS, the lowest bid that met the specifications established by the City for the Pell City Splash Pad Bid Package 1 – General Trades Package was submitted by McKinney Construction in the base amount of $439,510.00, along with Alternate 7 – Site Lighting in the amount of $78,879.00, as collectively detailed in the attached bid tabulation sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the Pell City Splash Pad Bid Package 1 – General Trades Package to McKinney Construction in the base amount of $439,510.00, along with Alternate 7 – Site Lighting in the amount of $78,879.00, and that the City rejects the bids submitted for Alternates 1, 2, 4, and 5.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to begin the construction approved herein.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council approved the following resolution with Councilmembers Jenkins and Templin voting no:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4408
A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE PELL CITY SPLASH PAD BID PACKAGE 2

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the construction of a new Pell City Splash Pad and related improvements, which bids included the Pell City Splash Pad Bid Package 2, more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and,

WHEREAS, the lowest bid that met the specifications established by the City for the Pell City Splash Pad Bid Package 2 was submitted by J.A. Dawson & Company in the base amount of $352,410.59, along with Alternate 3 – Large Center Feature in the amount of $168,694.00, as collectively detailed in the attached bid tabulation sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the Pell City Splash Pad Bid Package 2 to J.A. Dawson & Company in the base amount of $352,410.59, along with Alternate 3 – Large Center Feature in the amount of $168,694.00, and that the City rejects the bids submitted for Alternates 6 and 6A.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to begin the construction approved herein.
Mayor Funderburg notified the council that he is planning to veto both resolutions, if he has the power, because he feels that the amount is excessive.  Council President McGowan asked Mayor Funderburg if he would reconsider his decision to veto.  City Attorney John Rea stated that the Mayor has ten (10) days to make a determination whether or not he wants to veto the resolutions.  The council can override the veto by a 2/3’s (4/1) vote at the next council meeting.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan, Council President
ATTEST:

______________________________

Penny Isbell, City Clerk
