STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a regular session at the City Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, March 10, 2014.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The invocation was led by Mayor Funderburg.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Jenkins.
The City Manager had roll call for attendance.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on February 24, 2014.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

Council President McGowan asked the council to consider the purchase of property for sale by Jack Hayes.  Councilmember Templin stated that he felt the city did not necessarily need the property.  The city has so much financial obligation right now.  Councilmember Jenkins said that it would be nice to have but the funds are not available.  City Attorney Rea advised that no motion was needed unless it was a motion to make an offer.
Applications were considered for the appointment of Municipal Judge.  The City received applications from Van Davis, Tracy Roberts and James Barney.  Council President McGowan made a recommendation to reappoint Van Davis.  On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the reappointment of Van Davis as Municipal Judge.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to table RESOLUTION NO. 2014 – 4317 regarding the employment of Webb Payroll Services.  The council would like to have one or two more price quotes for these services.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to authorize City Attorney Rea to draft a lease and an agreement with the property owner for the purpose of a community garden.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved to authorize City Attorney Rea to draft an agreement to partnership with the Pell City Garden Club.

Council President McGowan reintroduced Ordinance No. 2014 – 4315 pertaining to open burning inside city limits.  Changes were made to the original ordinance.  

Councilmember Thomas moved that all rules and regulations, which unless suspended would prevent the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance, be suspended and that unanimous consent to the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance be given.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wood.  On roll call vote, the motion was not approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  Councilmember Jenkins.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved to fill the position of Training Officer in the Fire Department.

Byron Woods had received price quotes on the drainage improvement on Funderburg Bend Road.  None were under $50,000.00.  The project will have to be bid.  On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council voted unanimously to table this project.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved Council President McGowan as the Voting Delegate at the Annual Convention of the Alabama League of Municipalities in Mobile May 3 – 6, 2014.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved Councilmember Templin as the 1st Alternate at the League Annual Convention.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to solicit bids for the Street Department backhoe.  Mr. Gossett will look on the State Bid List to see if equipment is available.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved to enter into Executive Session at 10:23 a.m. for approximately 1 hour.  The purpose of the Executive Session was to discuss pending litigation and claims against the city that are likely to be litigated.  In addition, the council considered what the city was willing to offer for a lease or purchase of real property.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously voted to enter back in to regular session at 11:40 a.m.

On recommendation from City Attorney Rea, Councilmember Wood made a motion to refund Melvin Gillison $1,392.59 for sewer charges paid in error at 109 Green Acres Estates Drive.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Thomas and unanimously approved by the council.
On recommendation from City Attorney Rea, Councilmember Templin made a motion to remit $2,270.45 to Michael A. Dillard for a sewer connection claim at 1900 3rd Avenue North.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Wood and unanimously approved by the council. 
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.
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