STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, October 26, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Mayor Joe Funderburg.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Jay Jenkins.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Councilmember Thomas stated that she had reviewed the bills on file and everything looked great.
City Manager Muenger submitted three requisitions over $5,000 for the council’s consideration.

· Meyercord, Inc. - $11,318.40 for the purchase of Tobacco Stamps

· Navigation Electronics, Inc. - $12,410.00 for the purchase of a Trimble Geo 7x Unit

· B & S Sporting Goods - $9,548.28 for Fall Sports Uniforms
There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on October 12, 2015.
Caleb Leach, Krebs Engineering, submitted drawings and a budget summary on the 19th Street Sidewalk Project.  The project is covered under a grant through the Alabama Department of Transportation.  In order to meet the grant requirements, you have to have what is considered “community connectivity”.  The drawings included an area between the two drives at the Rec Hall as an additive alternate.  The base bid is showing a little over $2,000 over budget, which is very good.  Councilmember Jenkins stated that he thought the sidewalk was going to the railroad tracks.  Mr. Leach stated that terminating a sidewalk at a railroad track without a crossing would expose the City and everyone else involved to additional liabilities.  Council President McGowan asked if it had ever been discussed about the cost of extending the sidewalk to the railroad tracks.  Mr. Leach stated that it was discussed.  He went on to add that there is a known case in the Birmingham area where the sidewalk ended along a bridge.  There was a shoulder there where pedestrians could walk.  A pedestrian was hit and killed and the city and engineer were all held liable.  It is very costly to add a crosswalk over or under the railroad track.  Councilmember Jenkins stated that pedestrians will continue to cross the track whether there’s a sidewalk there or not.  He stated the reason he voted for it because he thought the plan was to install the sidewalk all the way through there so someone could walk to 1st Avenue South. Mr. Leach stated that the plans have to be approved by ALDOT and be in line with the grant.  He stated that the length of the sidewalk could be added or taken away from either end as long as the money was in the budget.  City Manager Muenger spoke with the Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham seeking additional funding for this project.  He was told that this was an earmarked grant and there are no other funds.  He added that the city is being pressed to complete the project now or let the money go back.  The preliminary drawings were put out to three different contractors to have them price it.  They revised the cost estimate as well as the decision to add the alternate to try to get it down to a level that was somewhat in budget.  Mr. Leach stated that there is not enough right-of-way along the area in front of the Rec Hall for the sidewalk.  That particular piece of property is owned by the City.  ALDOT will require the City to pass a resolution allocating that particular piece of property to the project.  Mr. Leach added that the Street Department will be doing in-kind work to help on the project.  Councilmember Jenkins inquired as to how wide the sidewalk would be.  Mr. Leach stated that it would vary between four and five feet.  Councilmember Jenkins inquired about traffic control on 19th Street while the project is going on.  Mr. Leach stated that the contractor is required to put up signs based on the speed limit of the road, at least 500 feet work ahead but the plans might call for 1,000 feet.  They are hoping to do the work with minimal lane closure.  Councilmember Wood inquired as to how long the project should take.  Mr. Leach stated they are estimating sixty calendar days.    
Mariah Skinner was scheduled to address the council regarding a program on responsible pet ownership.  She was not present.

Joe Wheeler was scheduled to address the council regarding the telecommunications tower that was approved to be located at 2308 15th Avenue South.  Joe Wheeler was not present but Ren Wheeler was present and addressed the issue.  Mr. Wheeler commented that he sees a lot of towers everywhere but not on the main street.  His opinion is that it will be too close to the main street.  He wouldn’t want it in his neighborhood.

Jason Goodgame gave an update on the Municipal Complex and the Splash Pad.  He stated that the contractors were on site of the Splash Pad project last week.  The foundations have been dug and poured.  The electrical rough-in and the plumbing rough-in are done.  J. A. Dawson, the general contractor for the Splash Pad, has roughed in for the Splash Pad features.  Mr. Goodgame stated that there are no concerns at the site at this point.  Goodgame Company has laid out the water and sewer for the City to install.  Regarding the Municipal Complex, Mr. Goodgame reported that the most complex part of the project will be the design and coordination of the roof top units.  They will coordinate with CenturyLink for down time when the units will be installed.  They’ve been working on the signage and should be ready to present something at the next work session.  Regarding the access control for the doors, there was a $10,000 allowance in the Electrical Package.  His recommendation is that the City take the $10,000 back from the electrical contractor and award it to Systems Secure who handles the access control for City Hall.  Systems Secure had presented a quote in the amount of $19,750.00.  Mr. Goodgame stated that they would like for the council to approve this so they can move forward on it.  Mr. Muenger stated that one of the biggest challenges the City has right now on the project is getting the cost of the IT Data Package into budget.  Right now it is about 50% over budget of the initial $100,000 allowance.  
Mr. Muenger presented a letter from the Local Government Health Insurance Board regarding the participation of elected officials in the City’s health insurance plan.  According to the Health Insurance Board’s records, at some point the City allowed the participation of elected officials in the insurance plan.  No record has been found in the Council minutes.  He is asking the Council to discuss and decide whether or not to opt out of this coverage.  If the Council decides not to opt out and allow elected officials to participate, it would not go into effect until the next administration came into office.
Bubba Edge, Park & Recreations Director, asked the council to consider the solicitation of bids for the Senior Center addition.  The Council approved $25,000 in the Capital Improvements budget for this project.

One bid was received for the new cardiac monitor for the Fire Department.  The bid came back over the budget amount.  In talking with the sole bidder, Chief Burdette learned that the specs needed to be revised which would bring the bid amount down.  He asked the council to consider rejecting the sole bid and to rebid the monitor with the revised specifications.

The council had previously approved the contract with the City of Riverside for Animal Control Services in the amount of $5,000.  City Manager Muenger stated that he had talked with Riverside Mayor Jessup and they had only budgeted $4,000.  Mr. Muenger asked the council to consider accepting the revised contract with Riverside for Animal Control Services in the amount of $4,000.
Bubba Edge, Park & Recreations Director, asked the council to consider declaring a 14’ x 44’ mobile trailer as surplus.  The Park & Rec Department had used the trailer for an office and storage area.  They are trying to clean up the area and the removal of the trailer would allow for a privacy fence to be installed.
A proposal was submitted by Amec Foster Wheeler for additional Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Activities at the Avondale property.  According to Mr. Muenger, this proposal is for the site specific additional explorations that are needed to follow up on findings of the Phase II Environmental Study.  This was discussed during the Capital Funding process.  Mr. Muenger stated that the proposed amount was approximately $10,000 less than what was budgeted.  The savings could be applied to other Capital Projects that might go over budget.  Amec estimated they could be on site working within two weeks of approval by the Council.  Councilmember Thomas asked about the demolition of the smokestack on the property.  Mr. Muenger stated that he and Mr. Gossett had visited the site with a certified demolition contractor last week and the contractor gave a proposal in the amount of approximately $14,500 to perform the actual demolition.  The City would provide a track hoe for the contractor to use for a day to install the blasts.  The contractor had also suggested that the City contract with someone with a seismograph to help monitor the potential impact the fall may have on surrounding structures.  
The council had previously passed a resolution contracting with Personnel Services, Inc. for a Temporary Revenue Tech.  City Attorney John Rea tried negotiating with PSI on an agreeable contract but PSI would not agree to all terms.  Finance Director Paige Myrick recommended that the council consider contracting with SK Services, which had the second lowest quote.  The amounts quoted were $18.48-$19.83 per hour.  SK Services has agreed to the city’s terms.    
City Manager Muenger asked the council to consider contracting with Accountemps/Robert Half Accounting for a Temporary Finance Director.  Mr. Rea was able to negotiate a contract that was agreeable with both parties.  Mr. Muenger and Ms. Myrick have interviewed several companies and individuals and Accountemps was their recommendation.  The amount per hour ($63.56) is slightly higher than what the council had budgeted but the amount is consistent with other firms.  This individual will work a 40-hr week for approximately sixteen weeks.  They are scheduled to begin work the second week in November.
Ellen Tanner, St. Clair County EMA Director, was present to address the council regarding the St. Clair County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Ms. Tanner stated that the plan was for the whole county but all municipalities are required to participate.  Each municipality needs to document their problem areas.  If a plan is in place, then the municipality is able to apply for assistance in the event of a disaster.  Several of the City’s employees have participated in putting the plan together.  It was a two-year process.  This plan is a five-year plan and has been approved by Alabama EMA and FEMA.

City Manager Comments:  City Manager Muenger stated that a Public Hearing for a rezoning was scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on the Council agenda.

Mayor Comments:  Mayor Funderburg stated that Pell City had lost one of its outstanding citizens last week on the passing of Mr. Bill Seales.  For those that did not know Billy Seales, he was a big attribute to this community and he symbolized Pell City.  He asked everyone to take a moment and remember him and his family.

There being no further items to discuss, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session.
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in regular session at the City Hall at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, October 26, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The invocation was led by Mayor Joe Funderburg.

The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Jay Jenkins.

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the requisitions on file over $5,000.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on October 12, 2015.

Now was the time set aside for a Public Hearing regarding the rezoning of property located at 3018 Easonville Road.  The property is owned by Randall David Lee.  The requested rezoning was from R-A (Residential Agriculture District) to R-1 (Low Density Residential District).  The request came from the Planning Commission with a unanimous recommendation for approval.  No one was present in opposition of the rezoning.  Council President McGowan closed the Public Hearing at 6:05 p.m.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council approved to recuse themselves and appoint Retired Judge Robert Austin to hear the termination appeal by A. H.  On roll call, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Councilmember Thomas abstained.
Carrie Leland and Jeannie Speer Davis addressed the council regarding the Good Works Charitable Foundation.  Ms. Leland reported that they were able to meet the tangible needs of the community by using the 19th Street Rec Hall.  Citizens were served a free hot meal, coats and a bag of groceries.  A total of 134 residents were served at the first “Community Table”.  Because of a larger than expected turnout, people took less groceries than they needed to make sure there was enough to go around.  Ms. Leland stated that the “Community Table” will be held every third Monday of each month.  The ladies thanked the City for allowing them the use of the building.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to table until sometime next year the consideration of opting out of the health insurance provided by the city to elected officials.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to solicit bids for the new Activity Room addition at the Senior Center.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to reject the sole bid received on the Cardiac Monitor for the Fire Department and to rebid.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to rescind the previous agreement and authorize the City Manager to sign the revised agreement with the City of Riverside for Animal Control Services.

Council President McGowan introduced the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2015 – 4519

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 79-516 TO REZONE FROM R-A TO R-1 CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA

WHEREAS, Randall David Lee the owner of the hereinafter described real estate situated in Pell City,  St. Clair County, Alabama, did file with the Clerk of the City of Pell City, Alabama, a written petition duly signed  by Randall David Lee, requesting that said described property located within the corporate limits of the City of Pell City be rezoned from R-A (Residential Agriculture District) to R-1 (Low Density Residential Business District) under the provisions of section 11-52-70, et seq, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended; and

WHEREAS,  said  petition did have attached thereto an accurate description of said  territory proposed  to be rezoned, together with a map of said property, all as is required under the provisions of said section 11-52-70, et seq;  and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has heretofore given notice of and convened a public hearing on October 26, 2015 pertaining to said rezoning; and has examined the aforesaid petition and exhibits attached thereto and finds that the said described lands are located within the corporate limits of the City of Pell City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, as follows:

Section 1.
The petition of Randal David Lee, the owner of the following described lands situated in the City of Pell City, Alabama, requesting that the same be rezoned from R-A to R-1 be and the same is hereby approved, to-wit:

A parcel in the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 30, Township 17 South, Range 4 East in St. Clair County, Alabama and being more particularly described as follows: Commence at the Northwest corner of said Quarter—Quarter Section and run North 86° 48' East for 1342.90 feet to a point on the West right—of—way of Lee Road (50' right—of—way), thence South 21° 03" West along said West right—of—way for 235.65 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence South 21° 01' 05" West along said West right—of—way for 226.66 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence (leaving right—of—way) run North 75° 04' 10" West for 272.45 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence South 14° 57' 00" West for 159.93 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence South 75° 00' 15" East for 272.26 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar on the West right—of—way of Lee Road, thence South 11° 34' 25" West along said right—of—way for 113.89 feet to the P.C. of a right—of—way curve to the right, (Radius = 1207.05', Delta = 05° 27' 46", Chord = South 14° 18' 25" West, 115.04 feet), thence run in a Southwesterly direction along the arc of said curve for 115.09 feet to a 5/8" rebar set at the Point of Beginning. Thence continue along said curve to the right (Delta = 02°. 25' 49", Radius = 1207.05', Chord = South 18° 15' 10" West, 51.20 feet), thence run in a Southwesterly direction along the arc of said curve for 51.20 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar at the P.T., thence South 19°. 28' 05" West along said West right—of—way for 169.21 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar on the North right—of—way of Easonville Road (50' right—of—way), thence North 63° 58' 50" West along said North right—of—way for 229.06 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar on the East line of Lot 6 of Terry—John Landing Subdivision, said subdivision being on record in the Office of the Judge of Probate of St. Clair County, Alabama on Slide A-25, Page 26, thence (leaving right—of—way) run North 24° 13' 20" East along the East line of Lot 6 for for 102.09 feet to an existing 1/2" crimped pipe, thence North 44° 11' 35" East for 100.29 feet to a 5/8" rebar set, thence South 70° 59' 45" East for 176.07 feet to the Point of Beginning. The above containing 1.00 acres more or less. A portion of the above is subject to the Special Flood Hazard Zone AE. A portion of the above is subject to the Alabama Power Company Flood Easement.

Subject to:

A 15' wide ingress—Egress Easement in the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 30, Township 17 South, Range 4 East in St. Clair County, Alabama and being more particularly described as follows: Commence at the Northwest corner of said Quarter—Quarter Section and run North 86° 48' East for 1342.90 feet to a point on the West right—of—way of Lee Road (50' right—of—way), thence South 21° 03" West along said West right—of—way for 235.65 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence South 21° 01' 05" West along said West right—of—way for 226.66 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence (leaving right—of—way) run North 75° 04' 10" West for 272.45 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence South 14° 57' 00" West for 159.93 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar, thence South 75° 00' 15" East for 272.26 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar on the West right—of—way of Lee Road, thence South 11° 34' 25" West along said right—of—way for 113.89 feet to the P.C. of a right—of—way curve to the right, (Radius = 1207.05', Delta = 05° 27' 46", Chord = South 14° 18' 25" West, 115.04 feet), thence run in a Southwesterly direction along the arc of said curve for 115.09 feet to a 5/8" rebar set at the Point of Beginning. Thence continue along said curve to the right (Delta = 02° 25' 49", Radius = 1207.05', Chord = South 18° 15' 10" West, 51.20 feet), thence run in a Southwesterly direction along the arc of said curve for 51.20 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar at the P.T., thence South 19* 28' 05" West along said West right—of—way for 169.21 feet to an existing 5/8" rebar on the North right—of—way of Easonville Road (50' right—of—way), thence North 63° 58' 50" West along said North right—of—way for 180.47 feet to a p/k nail set in the centerline of an asphalt drive and the Point of Beginning of said 15' easement lying 7.5' left and 7.5' right of the following described line. Thence (leaving right—of—way) and run North 30° 16' 10" East along the centerline of asphalt drive for 202.31 to the end of said easement.


Section 2.
The Zoning District Map of the City of Pell City shall be amended by rezoning the aforesaid described parcel of land from R-A to R-1.

Section 3.
This Ordinance shall become effective upon approval, passage and publication as required by law.
Councilmember Templin moved that all rules and regulations, which unless suspended would prevent the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance, be suspended and that unanimous consent to the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance be given.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jenkins.  On roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

Councilmember Jenkins then moved that said ordinance be now placed upon its final passage and adopted.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Templin.  The question being put as to the adoption of said motion and the passage of said ordinance, on roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved and the ordinance adopted.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4520

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNNEEDED PERSONAL PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City, Alabama, has a certain item of personal property which is no longer needed for public or municipal purposes; and,

WHEREAS, Section 11-43-56, Ala. Code 1975, authorizes the municipal governing body to dispose of unneeded personal property;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the following personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, is not needed for public or municipal purposes:

· 14’ x 44’ mobile home used for office and storage at Park & Rec

Section 2.   That the Mayor and the City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to dispose of the personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, described in Section 1, above, by receiving bids for such property.  All such property shall be sold to the highest bidder, provided, however, that the Council shall have the authority to reject all bids when, in its opinion, it deems the bids to be less than adequate consideration for the personal property.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4521

A RESOLUTION REGARDING ACCESS CONTROL SERVICES FOR THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has approved certain capital improvement projects to improve the City, including the renovation of the former CenturyLink Building now known as the Pell City Municipal Complex; and

WHEREAS, Systems Secure Alarm Company (hereinafter “Systems Secure”) has presented a proposal, as described in “Exhibit A”, to provide an access control system to the City for the Municipal Complex; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a professional services agreement with Systems Secure to provide such services for a lump sum fee of $19,750.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City as follows:

1. That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into a professional services agreement with Systems Secure for a lump sum fee of $19,750.00, as proposed, to provide an access control system for the Municipal Complex.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4522

A RESOLUTION REGARDING ADDITIONAL PHASE II ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES AT THE FORMER AVONDALE MILLS PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has approved certain capital improvement projects to improve the City, including the development of the former Avondale Mills Property; and

WHEREAS, Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure, Inc. (hereinafter “Amec Foster Wheeler”) has presented a proposal, as described in “Exhibit A”, to provide Environmental Services to the City for site assessment activities; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a professional services agreement with Amec Foster Wheeler to provide such services for an estimated fee of $19,750.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City as follows:

2. That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into a professional services agreement with Amec Foster Wheeler for an estimated fee of $19,750.00, as proposed, to provide Environmental Services associated with the additional Phase II Environmental Site Assessment Activities at the former Avondale Mills property.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4523

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO CONTRACT WITH SK SERVICES

WHEREAS, the City Manager has recommended that the City of Pell City contract with SK Services for temporary employment assistance, in accordance with the proposal submitted by SK Services, which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a contract with SK Services to provide temporary employment assistance to the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City of Pell City to enter into a contract with SK Services to provide temporary employment assistance to the City, which contract shall be in general form and substance as attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference.  The City Manager shall execute said contract following revision and final approval of the City Attorney. 

Section 2.  That the City Council hereby rescinds Resolution No. 2015 – 4512 awarding the contract to Personnel Staffing, Inc.

Councilmember Jenkins stated that he was against using temp services to do work for the city.  He feels the city will be paying too much for a temporary employee.  In the future, he would like the city to do their best not to use a temp service.  The worker from the temp agency doesn’t get the full amount.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4524
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO CONTRACT WITH ACCOUNTEMPS

WHEREAS, the City Manager has recommended that the City of Pell City contract with Accountemps, A Robert Half Company, (hereinafter “Accountemps) for temporary employment assistance, in accordance with the proposal submitted by Accountemps, which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a contract with Accountemps to provide temporary employment assistance to the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized on behalf of the City of Pell City to enter into a contract with Accountemps to provide temporary employment assistance to the City, which contract shall be in general form and substance as attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated herein by reference.  The City Manager shall execute said contract following revision and final approval of the City Attorney. 

Section 2.  That said temporary employment will not exceed $63.56 per hour.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4525

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2015 ST. CLAIR COUNTY 

HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE


WHEREAS, the St. Clair County Hazard Mitigation Plan has been updated in accordance with FEMA requirements at 44 C.F.R. 201.6; and


WHEREAS, the City of Pell City participated in the updating of a multi-jurisdictional plan, the St. Clair County Hazard Mitigation Plan; and


WHEREAS, the City of Pell City is a local unit of government that has afforded the citizens an opportunity to comment and provide input in the plan and the actions in the plan; and


WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has reviewed the plan and affirms that the plan will be updated no less than every five years.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council that the City of Pell City adopts the 2015 St. Clair County Hazard Mitigation Plan update, and resolves to execute the actions in the plan.
A large number of people were in attendance to express their concerns with The Wellhouse being located in a certain neighborhood.  There were also people in attendance that spoke in favor of The Wellhouse.  Council President McGowan allowed several people to address the council.
David Royce Carroll – Waldrond Lane:  Mr. Carroll stated that his property was adjacent to the Lifeline property where they share approximately 1,600 feet of property boundary.  He has lived there for 23 years.  He said he wanted to make one thing clear.  Approximately 99% of the people in the room are not opposed to The Wellhouse; they are opposed to the location of The Wellhouse.  Mr. Carroll stated that the news reported that a request for a variance for The Wellhouse was voted down by a Variance Board in Birmingham.  The reason as quoted was that it impaired the health, safety and welfare of the public.  According to The Wellhouse website, they are not the same type of business as Lifeline.  They are operating under a non-conforming use.  Mr. Carroll stated that he was speaking for several citizens in the area.  He had about twelve issues on his list but knew he would not be able to get to all of them tonight.         
Robin Hadley – Addie Lane:  They are 110% invested in the City.  She had volunteered when it was Lifeline.  Ms. Hadley stated that the perception is that Wellhouse met with neighbors before taking over the property.  She has never heard one word of communication from them.  The Wellhouse has not been a good neighbor.  They have posted negative comments on Facebook about the neighborhood residents.  She thanked the council and especially Councilmember Thomas for allowing them to voice their concerns and find some answers.  
Charity Mitcham – Hardwick Lane:  Ms. Mitcham read a statement where she expressed concerns that a Christian Ministry would encourage slandering and name calling on social media.  For the past six months, neighbors have not allowed their children to play outside.  She understands that the women staying at The Wellhouse may not pose any immediate danger.   She has seen women with her own eyes walking down the street carrying their luggage and on the phone.  She has witnessed men coming and going.  Her main concern is the safety of the children.  
Rachel Herren – Hardwick Lane:  Ms. Herren stated that she had a big issue with communication; they haven’t had any.  The first they had heard about The Wellhouse was when the zoning request came up.  There has been a lot of misunderstanding.  They are concerned about the neighborhood.  There is concern for the women in that they get the help they need.  They are also concerned about their families.  They feel they are getting double-sided answers.  They seem to refine their answers as they go along.  From what they can tell, there are no by-laws and no oversight of the operation.  They like the ministry and what they saying they are doing, but it’s in the wrong area.  It’s not about the women at The Wellhouse, it’s about the area in which they’re trying to locate.  It’s not safe for the women being so close to I-20.  They’re concerned for the safety of the women and their families.       
Steve Hoover – Seddon Farms:  Mr. Hoover stated he felt the ministry was needed.  He has personal knowledge of what it can do to a person that is exposed to this type of abuse.  It is a faith-based Christian organization and he supports it.  He feels that it is the wrong place.  He can’t believe that The Wellhouse, knowing what they know about what brings about this type of trafficking, would want to locate in this neighborhood with children.  There’s no way to keep the children from being exposed to this.  If they lose one child to this, it would be a tragedy.  
Ed Tyler – Dickey Drive:  Mr. Tyler stated that people chose Pell City as a quiet and safe place to live.  Neighbors depend on each other.  It’s almost unconscionable what The Wellhouse has said about the people in the neighborhood.  These are parents protecting their children.  They have received verbal threats and attacks for no other reason than wanting to protect their children.    The residents’ homes are a major investment for them and they have trusted the City to protect the value of their investments through zoning restrictions.  He feels that the City has failed the citizens by allowing The Wellhouse to locate in this neighborhood.  The City has the responsibility to protect the value of their homes but also the values that they are trying to instill in their children.
Jonathan Watson – Seddon Farms:  Mr. Watson stated that he had several children from the neighborhood at his home last Halloween when a lady from The Wellhouse came onto his porch.  She begged him to take her to the store where she bought cigarettes and other items.  She was asked to be returned to The Wellhouse property.  Mr. Watson feels that if these women are allowed to come and go as they please, this could be a danger to his children.  While he respects and agrees with what The Wellhouse is trying to do, he feels that they are in the wrong location.   
Phillip Corley – Attorney for The Wellhouse Ministries:  Mr. Corley stated that The Wellhouse was established in 2010 as a non-profit Christian faith based ministry developed to serve victims of human trafficking.  They operated in Birmingham until early 2014 when they learned that Lifeline was seeking a ministry to purchase their property in Pell City.  Lifeline had been operating on the property for over thirty years.  At that time, Wellhouse leased a portion of the property over twenty months ago and began working side by side with Lifeline.  Earlier this year, Wellhouse negotiated a contract to purchase the property.  Lifeline vacated the property in August and Wellhouse has been there since that time.  The first hint they had that there was a problem was when Wellhouse approached the City about addressing the zoning issues with the property.  Prior to this, no concerns had been addressed.  Mr. Corley stated that there had been a lot of confusion on this issue tonight.  Lifeline operated on the property for over thirty years prior to adoption of the zoning ordinance and prior to the building of many of the homes in the area.  Lifeline has operated the same type of use before and after the adoption of the ordinance which makes it a legal non-conforming use.  The zoning ordinance provides that non-conforming uses of structures may be continued.   They would like the opportunity to address each concern that has been raised by the neighbors and City officials at the appropriate time.  They think the zoning is written in a way that the non-conforming uses can continue if the City, the Board of Zoning Adjustments and property owners can work together to make sure that the use is appropriate to the district with conditions that safeguard in accordance to provisions of the zoning ordinance.

Bob Echols – Representative for Lifeline:  Mr. Echols stated that he had been in and out of the property for 30 years.  To his knowledge they had good relationships with everyone there.  He was sorry to hear about the things that were said on social media.  He appreciated all the support Pell City had given them for over a quarter of a century. 
Amanda Broadwater – Steeplechase Court:  Ms. Broadwater stated that she had been volunteering at The Wellhouse and is a huge supporter of the ministry.  She has lived in the community for a year and has never felt threatened.  When The Wellhouse was brought to her attention, she was under the impression that it was a shelter for homeless, drug addicts and criminals.  After researching what The Wellhouse does, she found out that the accusations couldn’t be further from the truth.  They are an amazing ministry that welcomes women in and helps them start their lives over.  She feels that for the healing and well-being of these women, they are in the proper location.  The neighbors haven’t given them a chance.  An unknown location is not unreasonable; it’s a safehouse.  She feels The Wellhouse is being bullied.
Lisa Woods – Hardwick Lane:  Ms. Woods stated that she bought a house in the neighborhood six months ago.  At no time did the realtor or the City inform her that The Wellhouse was located there.  She had volunteered for Lifeline.  She doesn’t know when they changed because a lot of her associates quit volunteering once they found out what The Wellhouse really did.  If she would have known, she would never have invested in a home in the neighborhood.  She took two years before deciding to buy her home because she wanted a safe neighborhood.  Ms. Woods stated that she doesn’t have a problem with charity work but she is opposed to The Wellhouse being located in the neighborhood.  
Bruce Canoles – Mays Bend:  Mr. Canoles stated that he had bought his mother-in-law a home in Seddon Farms.  From the beginning, he always thought that Lifeline was a home for homeless women.  He is very supportive of the program.  Citizens raised over $7,000 for The Wellhouse.  He would bet that the neighbors have never sat down face to face with the women from the home.  It is so unsettling to see so much emotional hype and no real issues.  The first meeting that the neighborhood had, everyone was so mad because they didn’t know The Wellhouse had been there for eighteen months.
Kim Moon – Addie Lane:  Ms. Moon stated that when Lifeline was located there, they didn’t have any problems.  She thought Lifeline had stopped operations in 2008 – 2009.  About eighteen months ago, they started to see life around the property.  Ms. Moon asked when the zoning changed for The Wellhouse.  She does not feel safe there anymore.  She had nothing against the women; it’s just in the wrong location.
Malena Kirby:  Ms. Kirby stated that she was looking to move to Pell City and had been looking on Hardwick Lane.  The community might not be so perfect.  She is all for The Wellhouse, just not the location.  She has cause for concern as a first time homebuyer.
A video was shown from a resident that lives in the area.  She stated that she hasn’t felt safe since a lady from The Wellhouse came into her home uninvited.
Cynthia Paris – Birmingham area:  Ms. Paris stated that she volunteers at The Wellhouse.  She drives the ladies back and forth to appointments in Birmingham.  She has children between the ages of 10 and 14 and she feels safe.  She feels the difficulties these women are having; they could be in any neighborhood.  To generalize these ladies is incorrect.
Larry Gamble – Birmingham area:  Mr. Gamble stated that he helps to transport the ladies.  The Wellhouse is a good organization.  They do not disclose where the ministry is located.  Human trafficking is a problem that needs to be eradicated.  The ministry helps them to get their education and identity back.
Debbie Rush – Birmingham area:  Ms. Rush stated that she volunteered at The Wellhouse.  These women are victims; they are not a threat to the neighborhood.  The traffic in the neighborhood was from volunteers cleaning up the property and setting up the organization.  Nobody can get started without help.  Very rarely do they rescue women in the middle of the night.  She is not scared to go pick up any of the ladies.  She is pleased that there are people who care.  These ladies are thankful; not a threat.  
Lindsay Woodward – Addie Lane:  Ms. Woodward stated that she could only speak for what she experienced.  She is only taking care of her children.  She is opposed to The Wellhouse being located in her neighborhood.
Councilmember Thomas asked if a houseparent was always there.  The answer was yes.  She asked how many houseparents there were versus how many women.  The answer was one set of houseparents with a total of eighteen women; ten in short-term shelter and eight in long-term shelter.  Councilmember Thomas asked if there were any fencing or gate to keep out intruders.  The answer was no.  She asked if the shelter was State mandated.  The answer was no because there was no one under the age of eighteen in the shelter.  Councilmember Thomas asked if there had been any police calls to the property.  They answer was yes but they had tried to be proactive.  The question was asked if there were any policies and procedures for the volunteers to follow.  The answer was yes.  They conduct a background check on volunteers but not the women that reside at the shelter.  From time to time, they get a call from the Department of Homeland Security or the local law enforcement.  They check out their story, but if it doesn’t check out, they won’t take the girl.  Councilmember Jenkins asked if there were any access control or surveillance cameras on the property.  The answer was no.  They shared the home with Lifeline and followed their protocol.  They rescued the girls in the same manner.

David Carroll – Waldrond Lane:  Mr. Carroll addressed the council again and stated that he had learned about The Wellhouse when he had his property broken into around eighteen months ago.  He had complained to Keisha about the break-in at that time.  Mr. Carroll stated that there is no reference to human trafficking on Lifeline’s website and there is no reference to adoptions on The Wellhouse’s website.  They are not the same type of business, non-profit or mission.
Paul Story – Steeplechase:  Mr. Story stated that he remembered when Lifeline was there and the neighbors didn’t have any problems with them.  There were no objections to Lifeline.  They did a good job of managing the property.  Lifeline left a good while before The Wellhouse took over.  Wellhouse has no control.  There is no correspondence with the neighborhood.  The Wellhouse is doing a good thing but they need control.  
Council President McGowan stated they wanted to hear everybody but the Council will not be making a decision on anything pertaining to The Wellhouse tonight.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.
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