STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 8:30 a.m. on Monday, June 8, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Councilmember Dot Wood was absent.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Jay Headrick.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Paige Myrick.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Councilmember Thomas stated that there were no issues with the bills on file.  Councilmember Templin stated that he had looked over the bills as well.
No comments were made on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on May 26, 2015 as presented.

Jason Goodgame, Construction Project Manager, gave an update on the ADA Lakeside Improvements, the Municipal Complex and the Splash Pad.  He presented the council with photos and a schedule of the items to be completed on the ADA Lakeside Improvements.  This project should be complete by June 12th.  They also did a one-year walkthrough on the Softball Complex.  There were a few things that needed to be repaired.  Those items will be completed this week as well.  Everything is moving forward on the Splash Pad site work.  Greg Gossett, Street Department, is mobilizing back on site today.  Mr. Goodgame will try to present an itemized schedule at the next work session of how they will be moving forward from here.  He will also present change orders for both contractors to be approved at the next council meeting.  A pre-construction bid meeting on the Municipal Complex renovations was held last week.  Eight General Trades contractors along with four Mechanical/Plumbing contractors and three Electrical contractors attended the meeting.  One more meeting will be held tomorrow to make sure he has enough bidders.  Mr. Goodgame is making it mandatory that all bidders attend the pre-construction bid meeting.  He stated that the Mechanical package is going to be the most complex package to bid.
Alabama Power Company is asking the City to grant two easements in order to run utilities to the Splash Pad.  A minor change was made to the original map.  A small section of trees will have to be removed to run service from Highway 34 to the building.  Twenty thousand dollars was initially budgeted for the installation of electrical services.  However, the changes brought the amount down to $16,751.28.  According to Mr. Goodgame, this was the cheapest less intrusive method they could find.
Byron Woods, Municipal Consultants, stated the Fox Hollow Water Main Extension is substantially complete.  The line is already in service.
Mr. Woods stated that on April 11th, an aerator at the Waste Water Treatment Plant had gone down.  The council approved to install two Temporary Aerators at the April 27th council meeting.  He reported that another aerator had gone down since then which puts the plant at risk.  Two additional aerators need to be rented at this time.  It takes two temporary aerators for each permanent aerator.  He is asking the council to approve the 3-month rental of a total of four temporary aerators from S & N Airflo at an estimated cost of $20,000.  The temporary aerators will be used until a permanent solution can be found.

Jeff Smith addressed the council concerning a request from USA Communications to transfer Coosa Cable’s Franchise Agreement to CAP Cable, Inc.  Mr. Smith is selling the company and would like the council to approve the transfer of the franchise agreement by August 1st.  Mr. Smith stated that the new company will focus more on higher class internet service and less on TV channels.  They have approximately sixty employees serving thirty-three locations.  There are a few requirements in the current agreement that Mr. Smith will have to fulfill before the council can approve the transfer.
Bubba Edge, Park & Rec Director, updated the council on the recent baseball tournament held at the Sports Complex.  Forty teams competed in the tournaments with approximately 4,000 – 5,000 people attending throughout the week.  Everyone loved the tournament and would like the city to host it again next year.  Nearly $15,000 was collected from the gate and approximately $15,000 more was collected through concessions.  After all expenses, the tournament should gross approximately $10,000.  These funds will be used to bid on Pell City hosting tournaments in the future.  A Dizzy Dean Baseball Tournament is scheduled for the park beginning June 26th.  This tournament will consist of four teams from our area and four teams from South Alabama.     
Two seats on the Board of Zoning Adjustments were set to expire on June 13th.  Those seats are currently held by Gloria Fomby and Sarah Brazzolotto.  Both Ms. Fomby and Ms. Brazzolotto reapplied for an additional two-year term.  Tessica D. Jordan also submitted an application.  Mayor Funderburg recommended the reappointment of Ms. Fomby and Ms. Brazzolotto.

The Fire Department had the following items that needed to be declared surplus:  Robbins Air Compressor, Craftsman LT1000 42” cut riding mower, Murray 5.0 HP 22” cut 2n1 combo mulch/discharge push mower and 2 sets of Tractioneers – 1 small set Rescue Truck and 1 large set for Engine Truck.  Photos of the items, along with a description, were presented to the council.  Once declared surplus, they will be place on GovDeals for auction.
City Manager Muenger presented a Travel Policy to the council and asked that they review and make any recommendations.  Mr. Muenger stated that there were several policies pertaining to per diems, room rates and mileage.  This policy is more substantial.  The employee will not receive a per diem or reimbursement for meals that are covered by the conference or training.  When booking hotel rooms, conference rates will be used when applicable.  Anything over the conference/training room rate, the employee is responsible for the difference.  When using a personal vehicle, mileage will be reimbursed using the current GSA rate.  If a city vehicle is used to travel, non-employees are not covered under the city’s insurance policy.  Therefore, they will not be allowed to travel in a city vehicle
Mr. Muenger presented the calendar for the FY 15/16 Budget to the council.  Finance Director Paige Myrick has begun the initial contact with agencies seeking appropriations and will soon begin the process of soliciting capital requests from individual departments.  According to the calendar, Mr. Muenger is proposing to have a budget ready to present to the council on August 19th for consideration of approval on August 24th.  
Mr. Muenger advised the council that there is a substantial amount of delinquent utility accounts sitting on the City’s books.  The only system in place, at this time, is crosschecking the system if anyone has other active accounts or wants to set up new accounts.  Ms. Myrick will bring back to the council at a later date other suggestions on how to collect this bad debt.
Mr. Muenger presented a contract with Advanced Disposal for the disposition of sludge at their Cedar Hill Landfill.  Freddy Hazelwood, Utility Manager, feels that it would be more economical for the city to haul our own sludge to the landfill and contract with Advanced for disposal.  Mr. Muenger asked the council to consider this proposal.  They can discuss it at a later date.
July 4th Holiday falls on Saturday this year.  Per the personnel handbook, when a city observed holiday falls on Saturday, City Offices will be closed the Friday before.  Therefore, City Offices will be closed July 3rd in observance of Independence Day.
City Manager Comments:
None.
Mayor Comments:
Mayor Funderburg commended Bubba Edge and all the city staff who worked on the Baseball Tournament and the Block Party.  The Police Department unveiled the new Command Center named in memory of Lt. Richard Woods.  The work on the command center was completed by city staff on their personal time.  Mayor Funderburg also commended the Street Department for the work being done on the Municipal Complex.  They have been pressure washing the outside of the building along with the work being done on the inside.
There being no further discussion, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session.
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in regular session at the City Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, June 8, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Now was the time set aside for a Final Public Hearing on the Community Center Renovation Project implemented through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program LR-CE-PF-13-016.  Grant Administrator Louise Campbell stated that the project was almost complete.  The grant will be closed out in about thirty days.  The General Contractor has run the required notification in the newspaper.  No one was present with any comments for or against the project.  Council President McGowan declared the Public Hearing closed at 10:02 a.m. 

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on May 26, 2015.

Two seats on the Zoning Board of Adjustments were set to expire on June 13, 2015.  Both seats were for a 2-year term held by Gloria Fomby and Sarah Brazzolotto.  Ms. Fomby and Ms. Brazzolotto reapplied for an additional 2-year term.  Tessica D. Jordan also applied.  Upon Mayor Funderburg’s recommendation, Councilmember Wood made a motion to reappoint Ms. Fomby and Ms. Brazzolotto for an additional 2-year term.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Templin and unanimously approved by the council.  The new terms will expire June 13, 2017.
On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the Travel Policy as presented by City Manager Muenger.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4460

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNNEEDED PERSONAL PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City, Alabama, has certain items of personal property which are no longer needed for public or municipal purposes; and,

WHEREAS, Section 11-43-56, Ala. Code 1975, authorizes the municipal governing body to dispose of unneeded personal property;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the following personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, is not needed for public or municipal purposes:

· Robbins Air Compressor  

· Craftsman LT1000 42” cut riding mower 

· Murray 5.0 HP 22” cut 2n1 combo mulch/discharge push mower

· 2 sets of Tractioneers – 1 small set Rescue Truck and 1 large set for Engine Truck. 

Section 2.   That the Mayor and the City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to dispose of the personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, described in Section 1, above, by receiving bids for such property.  All such property shall be sold to the highest bidder, provided, however, that the Council shall have the authority to reject all bids when, in its opinion, it deems the bids to be less than adequate consideration for the personal property.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 - 4461
A RESOLUTION GRANTING EASEMENTS TO ALABAMA POWER COMPANY TO LOCATE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SERVICING THE SPLASH PAD


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that it is wise and prudent to install electrical services to the proposed new Splash Pad site in the Pell City Lakeside Park; and 


WHEREAS, Alabama Power Company is requesting easements in order to install said services which said agreements are attached as “Exhibit A” and “Exhibit B”; and


WHEREAS, the first said easement is more particularly described as follows:

A parcel of land located in the NW ¼ of the NE ¼ Section 19, Township 17 South, Range 04 East, more particularly described in that certain instrument recorded in deed book 105, page 787, in the office of the Judge of Probate of St. Clair County.


WHEREAS, said first easement is shown on map attached as “Exhibit C”; and


WHEREAS, the second said easement is more particularly described as follows:

A parcel of land located in the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 19, Township 17 South, Range 04 East, more particularly described in that certain instrument recorded in deed book 138, page 747, in the office of the Judge of Probate of St. Clair County.

WHEREAS, said second easement is shown on map attached as “Exhibit D”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City grants such easements as requested by Alabama Power Company in order to install electrical services to the new proposed Splash Pad site at Lakeside Park.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor or City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to begin such installation of services.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4462
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURE FOR ALABAMA POWER COMPANY TO LOCATE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SERVICING THE SPLASH PAD


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that it is wise and prudent to install electrical services to the proposed new Splash Pad site in the Pell City Lakeside Park; and 


WHEREAS, Alabama Power Company has submitted a proposal in the amount of $16,751.28, as shown on attached “Exhibit A”, in order to install such utilities; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City approves the expenditure in the amount of $16,751.28 as proposed by Alabama Power Company for the installation of electrical services to the proposed Splash Pad site in Lakeside Park.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor or City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to begin such installation of services.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4463

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EMERGENCY PLACEMENT OF FLOATING AERATORS SERVING THE CITY OF PELL CITY’S WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City was advised on April 27, 2015, by Byron Woods, Engineer with Municipal Consultants, that two of the four aerators serving the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant were inoperable; and


WHEREAS, on April 27, 2015, at a regular council meeting, the City Council approved a rental contract in the amount of $9,008.20 with S & N Airoflo for a three-month rental of two temporary aerators until such time as a permanent replacement could be installed; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Woods has advised the council that an another aerator has been declared inoperable; and


WHEREAS, the failure of the aerators at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant threatens the City’s ability to satisfy its fundamental responsibilities to provide for the public health, safety, and welfare of its citizens; and


WHEREAS, it would be imprudent and dangerous to the citizens of the City of Pell City to delay the placement of the temporary aerators at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant in order to comply with the competitive bid requirements and public advertisement requirements of the Alabama Competitive Bid Law; and 


WHEREAS, pursuant to § 41-16-53, Ala. Code 1975, the City Council desires to declare the placement of temporary aerators at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant, and all work related thereto, an emergency affecting public health, safety, welfare, or convenience, as defined by such statute, and to authorize the City Manager to immediately proceed in placing the temporary aerators at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant without a prior public advertisement for bids.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:

1. That the placement of temporary aerators at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant, and all work related thereto, is an emergency affecting public health, safety, welfare, and convenience, as defined by § 41-16-53, Ala. Code 1975, for the reasons stated above, which are expressly incorporated herein.

2. That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to expend an amount not to exceed $10,000.00 to contract with S & N Airoflo for a three-month rental of temporary aerators at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant and to fund all work related thereto.


3. That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to expend an amount not to exceed $5,000.00 per month, if necessary, to extend the use of temporary aerators at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant and to fund all work related thereto until such time as a permanent replacement can be installed.

4. That, in accordance with § 41-16-53, Ala. Code 1975, the City Clerk shall immediately make public the emergency expenditure described herein and the reasons therefor by posting this Resolution in a conspicuous place in City Hall and on the City’s website.

Councilmember Templin commended the Fire Department and the Street Department for taking their personal time to deliver relief supplies to the citizens of Texas affected by the recent floods.  They went above and beyond their scope of job descriptions.  Councilmember Templin also commended the Police Department for a fantastic job converting a vehicle into a Command Center that was unveiled at the Block Party.  The conversion was done on employees’ personal time and was dedicated in memory of Lt. Richard Woods.  Councilmember Jenkins agreed with Councilmember Templin and stated that this was not the first time city employees have helped others on their personal time.  Many city employees put in a lot of time this weekend with the Block Party and Baseball Tournament.  Councilmember Wood commended the employees as well for doing an excellent job helping with the Block Party.  Councilmember Thomas thanked everyone for a job well done.  Council President McGowan thanked all the employees for their hard work and dedication this past weekend and also thanked the council members that helped as well.  Councilmembers Templin and Jenkins stated they met a lot of people from out of town, some looking to move here.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan
Council President
ATTEST:

______________________________

Penny Isbell

City Clerk

