STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, January 11, 2016.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Councilmember Jay Jenkins was absent.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Mayor Joe Funderburg.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Terry Templin.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.
Councilmember Thomas stated that she will review the bills on file tomorrow.

There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on December 28, 2015.
Jason Goodgame gave an update on the Splash Pad.  They are putting the trusses in this week.  All the rough-in is complete.  All the power has been ran to Highway 34.  This week they will start with J. A. Dawson on site.  The circulating system and the reservoir were delivered last week.  The layout of the features has begun and they will start embedding the pieces that go in the ground for the features by the end of the week.  In the next two weeks, they will start damp proofing the block.  All of the electrical will be roughed in.   They will be starting the parking lot in about two weeks.  He stated that there should be a substantial amount of changes on the project by the end of the month.  The project is coming along on schedule.  Mr. Goodgame then gave an update on the Municipal Complex.  Ninety-eight percent of the drywall has been hung on the Library side and 100% on the Chamber side.  A lot of the painting has already been completed.  The restrooms should be complete within the next two to three weeks.  The hot water heater and rooftop units are continuing to be worked on.  They will start the second rooftop unit at the end of the month.  The parking lot lighting has been started.  They also did some network cabling through the building.  City Manager Muenger added that they had met with John Hazelwood on the landscaping of the Complex and were shown some preliminary plans.  They are waiting on some revisions to the plans and then will begin the process of pricing out some irrigation systems and some electrical components that are needed outside the building.  He anticipates this portion of the project to start coming together within the next month.          
Tabled from the December 28th council meeting was a request from the Fox Hollow Homeowners’ Association for three additional street lights.  City Manager Muenger stated that there were still a few of the neighborhoods he wanted Street Superintendent Greg Gossett and Police Chief Greg Turley to take a look at.  He had received additional information from Alabama Power regarding the cost of additional lighting in Fox Hollow.  Mr. Gossett reported that the cost to place a light at the crosswalk to the swimming pool would be $9.42 per month with no upfront cost for materials.  To place a light at the intersection of Woodland Trail and Fox Run Circle, the cost of the materials would be $2,576.23 plus $9.42 per month.  If the City chose not to pay for the cost of the materials up front, the monthly charge would be $31.42.  To place a light at the intersection of Deerwood Drive and Fox Run Circle, the cost of materials would be $5,507.35 plus $9.42 per month.  If the City chose not to pay for the cost of the materials up front, the monthly charge would be $73.54 per month.  Councilmember Thomas stated that the council needed a lot more discussion on this issue because there are other neighborhoods that need lighting.  If approved, they will be coming to the council asking for additional lighting.  Council President McGowan stated that in the past, they had asked Police Chief Turley to determine if it was a safety issue.  In this case, it is not a safety issue.  Councilmember Wood stated that the City could not afford this.  They have a Homeowners’ Association that could bear the cost.  City Attorney John Rea advised the council to look into adopting a policy about street lights.  For future development, maybe Planning/Zoning could address this.  City Manager Muenger will bring additional information back to the council.
Tabled from the December 28th council meeting was the consideration to declare certain police vehicles as surplus.  The council had asked that two of the five vehicles be retained for use by Administration.  City Manager Muenger recommended that the Dodge Dakota Pickup that is currently used by the Compliance Officer be transferred to Animal Control and two of the police vehicles be transferred to Administration.  If approved for surplus, the other three will be placed on GovDeals for auction.  City Manager Muenger stated that he would reevaluate the situation once the new Ford Fusion was received.
Bubba Edge updated the council on the Senior Center renovations.  Mr. Edge stated that construction on the 10 x 27 addition to the Center started the Friday before Christmas.  Most everything on the inside is complete.  The windows and doors should come in this week.  Once they are installed, the contractor will touch up the paint, hook the HVAC up to the room and install the metal on the outside.  The counter tops should be delivered this Friday to be installed on Saturday.  Next weekend they will be completing the floors.  Councilmember Wood commented that it looks good and the Seniors are so excited.  Mr. Edge stated that most of the work was completed the week of Christmas and the week of New Years.  
A discussion was held regarding the Civic Center renovations.  City Manager Muenger stated that bond money had been set aside for the rehabilitation of the Civic Center.  Now that the Splash Pad and Municipal Complex Projects are moving along, he should have a budget put together for the Civic Center renovations within the next month.  He felt that this would be a good time to engage the council in discussions on what the priorities should be.  Mr. Muenger presented the council with a rough layout of the Civic Center to give them a visual of what he is proposing.  He also presented a proposed budget that was prepared by Goodgame in August 2015 with some budget type numbers for different areas of the center.  Some of the things that are not included in the proposed budget are IT improvements, parking lot improvements and equipment.  However, there are items included in the proposed budget, such as grading and demolition work, that could possibly be done by City employees to help bring the costs down.  Mr. Muenger stated that if there is consensus on certain parts of the project, they may be able to break it out in packages.  Mr. Edge stated that there is not enough money in the budget to do everything they want to do so they will have to prioritize what they feel like needs to be done.  He felt like the bathrooms should be one of the first things renovated.  They were looking at turning Banquet Room I into racquetball courts.  He would like to leave Banquet Room II as is and put in a warming kitchen.  He asked the council to visit the Civic Center and see what they want.  Mr. Edge stated that one thing they need to take into consideration is that Park & Rec is taking on the meeting rooms at the Municipal Complex.  He would like to use the Complex for meetings and the Civic Center as recreation but he wants the council input.  Council President McGowan suggested that they decide how much they can spend on the renovations, based on the budget prepared by Goodgame Company, so they can try and get prepared to begin renovations once the Splash Pad and Municipal Complex Projects are complete.  Mr. Muenger stated that there are a lot of things to consider and that is why it is important to start the discussions now.  Some of the HVAC units will need to be replaced.  There are some areas now that are not adequately temperature-controlled.  Mr. Edge reminded the council that neither the parking lot lighting nor the new roadway is included in the proposed budget.  Mr. Muenger informed the council that he should have the cost estimates for the traffic study by the next council meeting.  Mr. Edge suggested that the construction of the new tennis building could begin before the renovations on the Civic Center since it is a separate building.
City Manager Muenger asked the council to consider a revision to the Animal Control Officer’s job description before the vacancy is posted.  Chief Turley recommended the following change:  

· The incumbent will work under the general supervision of the Special Operations Unit Sergeant.
Bids were received on the upfitting of Police and Administration Vehicles as follows:
144th Marketing Group




$38,690.00

Fleet Safety Equipment, Inc.




$41,416.00

10-100 Electronics, Inc.




$42,856.04

Service Lighting Solutions, LLC



NO BID

Chief Turley recommended that the council approve the low bid from 144th Marketing Group.  Councilmember Templin asked what kind of lights the Administration vehicle will be equipped with.  Lt. Carden stated that the Fusion will be equipped with Amber Lights mounted inside the vehicle and decals on the outside.
Fire Chief Burdette requested approval to submit an application for Assistance to Firefighters Grant.  He stated that Pell City has been very fortunate in the past with regards to the equipment they have been able to purchase with grant funds.  He would like to go in a different direction this year.  Chief Burdette stated that research has shown an increase in the cancer rate has been attributed back to firefighters wearing dirty turnout gear.  If awarded the grant, he would like to purchase four heavy-duty washers and four heavy-duty dryers that could properly clean their turnout gear.  The total grant amount is $64,540.00 with a 5% match.  The City’s portion will be $3,073.00.
City Manager Comments:   City Manager Muenger reported that the Glenn City Playground and 19th Street Playground were completed last week by J. A. Dawson.  A ribbon cutting for the new playgrounds will be scheduled in the near future.  Mr. Muenger also reported that the court has come through with three of the City’s condemnations and has declared the properties to be cleaned up.  He will have the bid specs ready for discussion at the next meeting.  He is working to get a lockbox set up for the Revenue Department.  This information will also be ready for discussion at the next council meeting.
Mayor Comments:  Mayor Funderburg announced that the next Mayor’s meeting will be held in Springville in two weeks.
There being no further items to discuss, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session.
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in regular session at the City Hall at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, January 11, 2016.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Councilmember Jay Jenkins was absent.  Those present constituting a quorum of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the payment of routine bills on file pending review.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on December 28, 2015.
On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4564

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF UNNEEDED PERSONAL PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City, Alabama, has certain items of personal property which are no longer needed for public or municipal purposes; and,

WHEREAS, Section 11-43-56, Ala. Code 1975, authorizes the municipal governing body to dispose of unneeded personal property;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the following personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, is not needed for public or municipal purposes:

2006 Ford Crown Vic



VIN# 2FAFP71W76X138636

2008 Ford Crown Vic



VIN# 2FAFP71V78X164356

2001 Chevrolet Impala



VIN# 2G1WF55K019363155

Section 2.   That the Mayor and the City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to dispose of the personal property owned by the City of Pell City, Alabama, described in Section 1, above, by receiving bids for such property.  All such property shall be sold to the highest bidder, provided, however, that the Council shall have the authority to reject all bids when, in its opinion, it deems the bids to be less than adequate consideration for the personal property.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved a revision to the Animal Control Officer’s job description as recommended by City Manager Muenger.  This revision is as follows: The incumbent will work under the general supervision of the Special Operations Unit Sergeant.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4565

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF CERTAIN POLICE AND ADMINISTRATION VEHICLES EQUIPMENT

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the purchase and installation of certain Police and Administration Vehicles equipment, which equipment is more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bid that met the specifications established by the City was submitted by 144th Marketing Group for the total amount of $38,690.00.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the purchase and installation of the above-described Police and Administration Vehicles equipment to 144th Marketing Group in the amount of $38,690.00.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2016 – 4566

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF PELL CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR A GRANT THROUGH THE ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Agency through the Department of Homeland Security has the authority to award grants through the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City recognizes the need to continually improve its fire protection and emergency service response; and

WHEREAS, the funds will be used to purchase needed equipment for the Fire Department.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City as follows:

1. That submission of a Grant Application(s) under said program is, hereby, authorized for identified needs within the Fire Department.

2. That said Grant is in the amount of $64,540.00 with a 5% local matching share.

3. That the City will provide the local matching share of 5% or $3,073.00; 

4. That the Fire Chief and/or his designated representative is authorized to file the Grant Application through the on-line submission process; and

5. That the City Manager, Fire Chief and Mayor are authorized to sign any and all documents to obtain said grant.
 
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan
Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________

Penny Isbell

City Clerk
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