STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 8:30 a.m. on Monday, December 14, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Councilmember Dot Wood was absent.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by Police Chief Greg Turley.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Jay Headrick.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Councilmember Thomas stated that she had not had time to review the bills on file.  The council can approve pending the review.
City Manager Muenger presented the following requisitions over $5,000 for discussion.  There were no comments.
· Brenntag Mid-South, Inc. - $6,425.00 for chemicals to be used at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Due to the immediate need for the chemicals, verbal approval was given to Mr. Hazelwood to go ahead and place the order.
· Jack Green Oil Company, Inc. - $18,662.40 for diesel and unleaded gasoline to fill the tanks at the City Shop.  The fuel has already been ordered and delivered.

· Stone & Sons Electrical Contractors - $6,400.00 to install the loops at various sites.  This work needs to be done in order for the red light loops to work with the flow of traffic at red lights.

There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on November 23, 2015.
Jason Goodgame updated the council on the Splash Pad and Municipal Complex.  Mr. Goodgame stated that everything is moving along on the Complex.  One of the rooftop units was replaced last week.  The next unit will be replaced as soon as the rain breaks.  By two weeks into the new year, all the units will have been replaced and working.  They are still looking at the IT Package and will be meeting again on Wednesday.  They will try to move forward with a package that is acceptable.  The projected finish date is May.  Mr. Goodgame reported that the contractors worked on Sunday at the Splash Pad site to try and beat the rain.  They have been working on the electrical and will set the trusses as soon as the weather breaks.  Work will slow down through the holidays. 
Bubba Edge and Elliott Jacobik addressed the council regarding baseball and softball scheduling.  Mr. Edge stated that a discussion was held with City Manager Muenger and Mr. Jacobik about some of the complaints they had during the spring baseball season.  The biggest complaints were not enough practice time and not enough games on Saturday.  Saturday games give parents and grandparents the opportunity to come out and watch the children play.  Mr. Jacobik has been working on the 2016 schedule to focus their emphasis on park games and have more games on Saturday allowing the families to be able to come watch their child play.   Councilmember Jenkins stated that they needed to have tournaments on Saturday.  Mr. Edge stated that when tournament games are held on Saturday, it takes away from the league teams.  They are looking at hosting a pre-All Star tournament like last year.  It was a huge success.  Mr. Jacobik stated that when scheduling the season, he has to work backwards.  All Star dates are non-negotiable.  They are not set by us.  Mr. Jacobik presented information on the 2016 Spring Baseball and Softball schedule.  Councilmember Templin stated that their church had fields where teams could practice.  If Park & Rec could coordinate with other churches in the area where the teams could practice, that would be a huge asset.  Councilmember Jenkins stated that we need to bring in outside tournaments that will bring in outside revenue.  Mr. Edge stated that they had already had calls from teams wanting to know if the Pre-All Star Tournament was going to be held again this year.  City Manager Muenger stated that we’ve all seen first-hand what these tournaments can bring in if the City hosts the tournaments.    
The Council had the first reading of Ordinance No. 2015 – 4553 changing the council meeting times to where both meetings of the month will be held at 6:00 p.m.  The work sessions will be held at 4:30 p.m. prior to council meetings.  Council President McGowan asked if anyone had any discussions on the item.  Councilmember Templin stated that he was ready to move on it.
An application was received from Will Hardwick for the Board of Zoning Adjustments.  If appointed, Mr. Hardwick will complete the 3-year term of Richard Tucker that will expire 04/11/17.  Mayor Funderburg recommended the appointment of Will Hardwick.  The City still needs to fill the vacancies of the two supernumeraries on the Board.  Councilmember Thomas stated that she would like the Board to receive training since they don’t meet that often.  City Manager Muenger stated that they have a tentative date for the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning Adjustments to receive training sometime in January.
Bids were received on the upfitting of the Police and Administration Vehicles.  The bids specs were incomplete.  Therefore, Police Chief Turley recommended that the bids be rejected and rebid.
Bids were received as follows on the Police and Administration Vehicles.  The bids were the total bids for all vehicles.


AutoNation of Marietta


Incomplete Bid



Buster Miles Ford



$194,239.00

Long Lewis Ford



No Bid

Ronnie Watkins Ford



$174,174.92

Sunny King Ford



No Bid

Town & Country Ford


$172,487.00

Chief Turley recommended that the council approve the lowest bid from Town & Country Ford.  He also asked that Lt. Carden be allowed to negotiate with Town & Country for a lower price.  City Manager Muenger stated that five of the Police Vehicles will be financed.  The Police Administration Vehicle and the Administration Vehicle will be purchased through Capital Funds.  They will go ahead and order the vehicles with the solicitation of the financing coming at a later date.

City Manager Muenger stated that the Municipal Court has hosted Court Amnesty Month in the past with very much success.  The Court is asking for approval to host Court Amnesty Month in the month of March 2016.  During Amnesty Month, if the case has been adjudicated, the defendant can pay their fine without being jailed.  If the case has not been adjudicated, the defendant can be issued another court date without being jailed or otherwise punished.  There are approximately 730 outstanding warrants.  Several do not have good addresses.  They would like to publish a list in the newspaper and on the web.  City Manager Muenger stated that it would be wise to give people a chance to come in.  This is similar to what other courts are doing and this has been a success in the past.  In addition, the City will be using the Municipal Intercept Services Program to try and collect some of the outstanding fines.  There is currently approximately $350,000.00 owed to the Court.
City Manager Muenger discussed the Municipal Intercept Services Program.  The State ran a pilot program last year that allowed three municipalities to use this service.  The City can file for intercept of any debt in excess of $25.00.  The funds owed will be deducted from their State Income Tax Refund.  Currently, the Utility has approximately $396,000.00 in outstanding debt over 120 days.  There is a 6-year statute of limitations to collect this debt so approximately $140,000.00 needs to be written off.  Two-thirds of the social security numbers are good.  If we do not have a social security number for the customer, we can contract with Lexis Nexis to find these numbers for us.  The City has to certify to these debts and they can only be collected from individuals; not businesses.  Per City Manager Muenger, certain aspects of the program need to be clarified.  This is a multi-year effort with the oldest accounts to be submitted first.  
When collected, the MIS funds will need to be kept for at least thirty days for the appeals process.  The State recommended that separate bank accounts be set up to hold the funds.  New bank accounts will need to be set up for Court and Utility.
Municipal Consultants submitted a proposal for the 2015 TAP Grant Design.  There are two parts to the proposal.  Phase I consists of field surveying and obtaining information necessary for design.  Their proposal for Phase I of the project is $3,500.00 plus what has already been paid for the work completed.  Phase II is the design phase.  They proposed that the work be billed at an hourly rate not to exceed a total of $38,200.00.  Any work outside of these Phases (advertising, bidding, etc.) will be performed at their hourly rates on file with the City or other agreed to fee.
City Manager Muenger presented the Phillips Medical Financing Agreement for the cardiac monitor.  City Attorney John Rea has reviewed the agreement.  The payments will be five annual installments of $4,379.74 each for a total of $21,898.70.
Street Superintendent Greg Gossett received three quotes for the paving of Blackberry Lane:  Massey Asphalt-Paving, Inc. - $6,090.00; Lickert Paving, LLC - $6,324.00; and Big John’s Asphalt Paving & Sealcoating - $6,670.00.   Mr. Gossett recommended the low quote from Massey Asphalt-Paving in the amount of $6,090.00.
City Manager Comments:  City Manager Muenger announced that the Employee Christmas Luncheon will be Friday, December 18th at 11:45 a.m.  The opening of the playgrounds was delayed last week due to a water line being struck on 19th Street.  They will set a new time for the ribbon cutting.  Both ribbon cuttings will be at the same time.  City Manager Muenger thanked the Park & Rec employees for a job well done on the building of the pavilion at the Glenn City Park.
Mayor Comments:  Mayor Funderburg stated that the Christmas Parade was a huge success.  He commended the Police Department and everyone else involved on a job well done.  He has not heard anything negative on candy not being thrown this year.  The decision not to throw candy was a safety issue.  Mayor Funderburg stated that it upsets him for anybody to be negative when things are being done for the kids.  Councilmember Jenkins stated that he had seen the parade change over the last 28 years.  Things had been thrown back at the parade participants.  It was a major problem.  Mayor Funderburg stated that he had talked with the Police and Fire Chief.  It had gotten bad at times but was better in the last two years.  He stated that there was no lack of candy the way it was handled this year.
There being no further items to discuss, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session.
The City Council of the City of Pell City met in regular session at the City Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, December 14, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Councilmember Dot Wood was absent.  Those present constituting a quorum of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file pending review.
On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the requisitions on file over $5,000.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on November 23, 2015.

The first reading of Ordinance No. 2015 – 4553 was held at the November 23rd council meeting.  On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2015 – 4553
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 2004-1801, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE 2012-4177, TO REVISE THE RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR MEETINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section A:
That the provisions of Section 1 of Ordinance 2004-1801, as amended by Ordinance 2012-4177, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 1.  Date and Time of Regular Meetings:  Regular meetings of the City Council shall be held on the second Monday and the fourth Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the City Hall.  All meetings, regular and special, shall be open to the public except at such time as the Council is meeting in executive session as authorized by law.

Section B:
Severability.  If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall hereafter be declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect the validity of any other section or provision of this Ordinance.

Section C:
Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances.  Any Ordinance in conflict with this Ordinance shall be and is hereby repealed on the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section D:
Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon approval, passage and publication as required by law.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the appointment of Will Hardwick to the Board of Zoning Adjustments.  Mr. Hardwick will complete the 3-year term of Richard Tucker that will expire 04/11/17.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved to reject the bids received on the upfitting of the Police and Administration Vehicles and rebid.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4555
A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE

PURCHASE OF CERTAIN POLICE AND ADMINISTRATION VEHICLES

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the purchase of certain vehicles to be used by the Pell City Police Department and Administration Department, which vehicles are more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, the lowest total bid that met the specifications established by the City was submitted by Town & Country Ford in the total amount of $172,487.00, which bids are shown on bid tab sheet and attached hereto as Exhibit “B”; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid for the purchase of the above-described Police and Administration Department vehicles to Town & Country Ford in the amount of $172.487.00.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4556
RESOLUTION APPROVING OBSERVANCE

OF AMNESTY MONTH


WHEREAS, the City of Pell City Municipal Court has a number of outstanding warrants and unpaid traffic tickets; and


WHEREAS, the City of Pell City desires to provide an opportunity for those individuals with outstanding warrants and tickets to resolve those matters without an arrest; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, that the Pell City Municipal Court is authorized to observe and participate in Amnesty Month for the period March 1, 2016, through and including March 31, 2016.
On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4557
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY OF PELL CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA MUNICIPAL INTERCEPT SERVICES (MIS) PROGRAM 


WHEREAS, the City of Pell City Municipal Court has a number of uncollected fines and court costs; and


WHEREAS, the City of Pell City Utility Department has a number of uncollected accounts; and 


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that it is wise, prudent and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to participate in the State of Alabama Municipal Intercept Services (MIS) Program as a means of collecting unpaid Municipal Court Funds and Utility funds owed to the City.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, that the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to:

Section 1.
Implement policies and procedures for the City’s participation in the MIS program.

Section 2.
Enter into a Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement with the State of Alabama MIS.

Section 3.
Submit all forms and documents that are necessary for the participation in the MIS program.

Section 4.
Oversee the opening of new bank account(s) that are necessary for receiving funds collected through the MIS program.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4558
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSAL FROM MUNICIPAL CONSULTANTS, INC. FOR THE DESIGN OF THE COGSWELL AVENUE STREETSCAPE PROJECT  - 

ALDOT GRANT NO. TAPAA-TA15 (905)


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that it is wise, prudent and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into an agreement for engineering and design services of the Cogswell Avenue Streetscape Project – ALDOT Grant No. TAPAA-TA15 (905); and 


WHEREAS, Municipal Consultants has submitted a proposal for Phase I and Phase II, as shown on attached “Exhibit A”; and


WHEREAS, Phase I will consist of field surveying and obtaining information necessary for design, which includes work already completed and paid for and will cost an additional $3,500.00; and

WHEREAS, Phase II will be the design of the desired improvements based on the information obtained in Phase I and billed at an hourly rate not to exceed $38,200.00; and

WHEREAS, any work outside of these Phases will be performed at Municipal Consultants’ hourly rates on file with the City or other agreed to fee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City accepts the proposal from Municipal Consultants, Inc. and approves the expenditures for the following services:

Section 1.
Phase I to consist of field surveying and obtaining information necessary for design including work already completed and paid for plus $3,500.

Section 2.
Phase II to design the desired improvements based on the information obtained in Phase I and billed at an hourly rate not to exceed $38,200.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor or City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to begin such engineering and design services as proposed by Municipal Consultants, Inc.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:
RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4559
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO A CERTAIN LEASE-PURCHASE

AGREEMENT WITH PHILIPS MEDICAL CAPITAL, LLC
WHEREAS, the City of Pell City solicited and received competitive sealed bids for one (1) Cardiac Monitor to be used in the Pell City Fire Department; and

WHEREAS, on November 23, 2015, the City of Pell City awarded said bid to Southeastern Emergency Equipment in the amount of $19,854.26, which included an additional two-year warranty; and 

WHEREAS, the lease-purchase of said equipment will be financed at five equal annual payments of $4,379.74; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Pell City has determined that it its wise, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into a 5-year lease-purchase agreement with Philips Medical Capital, LLC for one (1) Cardiac Monitor to be used in the Fire Department.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the Mayor or City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to enter into a 5-year lease-purchase agreement with Philips Medical Capital, LLC for one Cardiac Monitor, in substantially the form and substance as attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and expressly incorporated herein.  
On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4560
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSAL FROM MASSEY ASPHALT-PAVING, INC. FOR THE RESURFACING OF 

BLACKBERRY LANE


WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Pell City has determined that it is wise, prudent and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to enter into an agreement for the resurfacing of Blackberry Lane; and


WHEREAS, Massey Asphalt-Paving, Inc. has submitted the lowest responsible proposal for the resurfacing of Blackberry Lane in the amount of $6,090.00, as shown on attached “Exhibit A”.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City accepts the proposal from Massey Asphalt-Paving, Inc. and approves the expenditure in the amount of $6,090.00 for the resurfacing of Blackberry Lane.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor or City Manager be, and they hereby are, authorized to execute such documents as are necessary to begin such services as proposed by Massey Asphalt-Paving, Inc.
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan
Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________

Penny Isbell

City Clerk
