STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in a work session at the City Hall at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, August 24, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Council President McGowan opened the meeting for discussion.

The invocation was led by City Attorney John Rea.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Jay Jenkins.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Councilmember Thomas stated that she had not had a chance to review the payment of bills on file.  She will review them tomorrow.  The council can approve pending review.
There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on July 13, 2015

There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on July 27, 2015.

There were no comments on the minutes of the regular council meeting held on August 10, 2015.
Jason Goodgame gave an update on the Municipal Complex and the Splash Pad.  He stated that the renovations on the Municipal Complex are moving along smoothly and the contractors are mobilized.  Renovations are at the point to where guests will need to wear a hard had in order to enter the building.  The Library Guild has set up a fundraiser at the building on September 18th.  The building will be cleaned up for the event.  Everything is going smooth but the signage might be an issue.  He will have something on the signage for the council to review later.  Councilmember Jenkins asked if they were still on board with the grassy area in front.  Mr. Goodgame stated that all of the front area will be coming out and made handicapped accessible.  Mr. Goodgame had earlier submitted to the council a layout of the splash pad with the proposed features.  They are looking to have the site work completed by mid-October.  Once ordered, the features should be received in February or March.  It should be ready to open by summer.  Council President McGowan asked about the pavilions at the Splash Pad.  City Manager Muenger stated that it was part of the capital improvements requests in next year’s budget for the Park & Rec Department.  That will be presented at the budget work sessions.  Councilmember Jenkins asked if any thought had been given to covering the features during the winter months.  Mr. Goodgame stated that the features would need to have two to three coats of wax applied a year.  Councilmember Jenkins asked if anything could be purchased to cover up the features.  Mr. Goodgame will research this.     
Lisa Gaither, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, addressed the council regarding their budget request for FY15/16.  At this time, they are requesting $75,000.00.  Ms. Gaither presented a proposed budget for the Chamber and discussed some of the events they are planning for next year.  Council President McGowan stated that Ms. Gaither has done an outstanding job promoting the city since she’s been on board.  Mayor Funderburg stated that he had received a card from a gentleman in Texas that was a recent participant in the Toughman Competition thanking everyone for a job well-done.  Councilman Jenkins stated that he observed cars from several different states at the event.  Ms. Gaither stated that the event was very successful.  The event that went along with it, the Blues and Barbeque, generated a lot of interest.  Ms. Gaither added that the Chamber is trying to grow the City’s economic numbers.
City Manager Muenger presented a job description for an Assistant to Administration.  There has been a position for Assistant City Clerk that has not been filled since 2012.  This position would help in archiving documents and assist the City Clerk in maintaining records.  In addition, there is not an administrative person that supports Mr. Muenger’s position as well.  The goal is to budget this position in next year’s budget and attempt to fill the position close to October 1st.  Councilmember Thomas asked Mr. Muenger what would happen to the current position of Administrative Clerk.  Mr. Muenger stated that the clerk position was vacant and he had no plans to fill it.
City Manager Muenger requested that the council approve opening up a new bank account for Animal Control.  With the City starting to draft contracts for services with other city governments and the way he is setting up the budget for future years, he is asking that the Animal Control be set up as a separate fund within the budget.
Bids were received on the WWTP Aerators.  Only one bid was received, which came back over budget.  No council action is requested at this time.  The engineers are engaging in some questions and answers with the sole bidder.  They should have something to present at the next meeting.   Councilmember Jenkins asked if they could negotiate with the bidder since it was the only bid.  Mr. Muenger stated that they are having ongoing discussions with the vendor.
Bids were received on the five commercial grade mowers for the Park & Rec Department.  Vendors submitting bids were C & R Feed, Jacobsen, Jerry Pate Turf & Irrigation, Service Star, Snead Ag and Talladega International.  Based on the bids received, Park & Rec Director Bubba Edge recommended that the council approve the bid submitted by Snead Ag for a 36-month lease at $1,067.44 per month for all mowers and a $1.00 buyout for each mower.  The Master Lease will need to be approved by John Deere, reviewed by the City Attorney, then brought back before the council for approval. 
Middle Alabama Area Agency on Aging (M4A) submitted their contract for FY15/16.  M4A prepares the meals for the Senior Center on a daily basis.
City Manager Muenger presented a revised condemnation ordinance for the council’s consideration.  The ordinance was modified very slightly and has undergone legal review.  Mr. Muenger submitted a plan to remedy the nuisance issues.  Councilmember Jenkins stated the city needed to be careful when we institute new ordinances like this because it needs to be enforced equally across the board.  Mr. Rea stated that the homeowner has an advantage in the new ordinance.  It will allow the building inspector to enter the home and conduct a physical inspection and tell the homeowner what needs to be repaired.  It’s a good improvement.  Mr. Muenger stated that the new ordinance requires a licensed contractor to perform the work.
John Rickards, representing the citizens of Pine Harbor, spoke to the council regarding the situation with the Pine Harbor Golf & Racket Club being overgrown.  They would like the council to take action because they feel that the property creates a health hazard.  Mr. Rickards stated that the property was bush hogged but not in accordance to the city ordinance.  They feel it could also be a fire hazard.  According to Mr. Rickards, wildlife are making homes on the property.  There is evidence of fire ants spreading that are now in the yards of surrounding homeowners.  They were told that the hearing previously scheduled for non-compliance was deferred and there should be a new plan by October 1st.  They expect the city to enforce the ordinance as it was passed.  They are requesting the council to take action immediately because they fear for the safety of their children and animals.  They would like to see the property owner comply with the ordinance.  Council President McGowan stated that the City tries to make sure that ordinances are enforced.
City Manager stated he would have a draft of the budget to the council no later than Wednesday.  He would like the council to consider setting a work session to discuss the budget.  Mr. Muenger also reported that he has not been able to get any pricing information on the crosswalk requested by Eden Westside Baptist Church but it should be less than $1,000.00.  He has set up an appointment with the homeowner on Blackberry Lane regarding the gate issue.  He will report back to the council when he gets more information.  Mr. Muenger reported to the council that the Community Center received flood damage.  He doesn’t have an estimate yet on the damage.  There is also some private property damage associated with the flood.  Mr. Muenger commended the Police Department, Fire Department and Park & Rec Department for their staffing at the Toughman Competition.  He received a lot of compliments on the excellent job they did.
Mayor Funderburg stated that he would like to defer his comments to the beginning of the council meeting.  He would like to present a proclamation to three employees in the Fire Department.
There being no further items to discuss, Council President McGowan adjourned the work session.

Council President McGowan immediately called the council back into session.  City Attorney Rea stated that the council needed to enter into Executive Session in order to discuss a matter that is subject to litigation, depending on how the City moves forward.  Mr. Rea certified that this item is appropriate for Executive Session.  At 5:16 p.m., Councilmember Templin made a motion to enter into Executive Session for approximately 45 minutes.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jenkins and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  At 5:51 p.m., Councilmember Templin made a motion to enter back into open session.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jenkins and unanimously approved by the council.  No action was taken. 

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in regular session at the City Hall at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, August 24, 2015.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Now was the time set aside for a Public Hearing to allow citizen input on the Revised Telecommunications Ordinance.  David Andrews, The Center for Municipal Solutions, explained that the City had two telecommunications ordinances on file.  The revised ordinance just combined the two ordinances into one.  Several meetings were held with the Planning & Zoning Department to come up with a revised ordinance.  No setbacks or height requirements changed.  The new ordinance is more restrictive.  There is a clause added to the new ordinance that requires the applicant to go through the Airport Authority when submitting their application to the City.  CMA drafted the ordinance and recommended approval.  No one was present to speak for or against the revised ordinance.  The ordinance was reviewed by City Attorney John Rea and approved by the Planning Commission. 
On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file pending review.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on July 13, 2015.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on July 27, 2015.

On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on August 10, 2015.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the Splash Pad Features as presented by Jason Goodgame.

On motion of Councilmember Templin, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved the job description of Assistant to Administration.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council approved to set up a new bank account for the Animal Control.
On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4494

A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE BID FOR THE LEASE PURCHASE OF FIVE COMMERCIAL GRADE MOWERS FOR THE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has taken and received competitive sealed bids for the lease purchase of certain commercial grade mowers to be used by the Pell City Parks & Recreation Department, which equipment is more particularly described in the exhibit attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and


WHEREAS, the lowest bid that met the specifications established by the City was submitted by Snead Ag in the amounts detailed in the attached bid tabulation sheet, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and expressly incorporated herein by reference; and


WHEREAS, the bid submitted by Snead Ag was in the amount of $1,067.44 per month for thirty-six (36) months for the lease purchase of five commercial grade mowers with a $1.00 buyout per mower.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City that the City awards the bid to Snead Ag per the terms as set forth in the bid documents for the lease purchase of five commercial grade mowers to be used in the Parks & Recreation Department.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the following resolution:

RESOLUTION NO. 2015 – 4495

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF

PELL CITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 

MIDDLE ALABAMA AREA AGENCY ON AGING (M4A)
WHEREAS, the City of Pell City has partnered with Middle Alabama Area Agency on Aging (hereinafter M4A) for several years to enhance the provision of nutrition and other services to eligible seniors in St. Clair County and the City of Pell City; and

WHEREAS, M4A has proposed to partner with the City for another year to provide these same services in accordance to the terms set forth in the attached Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the term of this agreement shall begin on October 1, 2015 and end not later than September 30, 2016; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, and in the best interests of the citizens of Pell City to once again partner with M4A.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Pell City, Alabama, as follows:

Section 1.  That the City Manager be, and he hereby is, authorized to enter into an agreement with M4A pursuant to the terms set forth as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference. 
Council President McGowan introduced the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2015 - 4496
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE VACATION, REMOVAL, REPAIR OR DEMOLITION OF ANY BUILDING OR STRUCTURE WHICH IS OR THREATENS TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, DANGEROUS TO HEALTH, MORALS, SAFETY OR GENERAL WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, OR WHICH MIGHT TEND TO CONSTITUTE A FIRE MENACE; AND FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF THE COST OF VACATION, REMOVAL, REPAIR OR DEMOLITION THEREOF AS A MUNICIPAL LIEN OR ASSESSMENT AGAINST SUCH PREMISES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE RECOVERY OF SUCH COSTS AS PROVIDED BY LAW

Councilmember Templin moved that all rules and regulations, which unless suspended would prevent the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance, be suspended and that unanimous consent to the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance be given.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jenkins.  On roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

Councilmember Thomas then moved that said ordinance be now placed upon its final passage and adopted.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Templin.  The question being put as to the adoption of said motion and the passage of said ordinance, on roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved and the ordinance adopted.
Council President McGowan introduced the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 2015 - 4497

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, AND REPEALING SECTION 903.05 OF THE PELL CITY ZONING ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, AND 
ORDINANCE NO. 2000-1492 OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY
Councilmember Wood moved that all rules and regulations, which unless suspended would prevent the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance, be suspended and that unanimous consent to the immediate consideration and adoption of said ordinance be given.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Thomas.  On roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

Councilmember Wood then moved that said ordinance be now placed upon its final passage and adopted.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Thomas.  The question being put as to the adoption of said motion and the passage of said ordinance, on roll call vote, the motion was unanimously approved.  Those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved and the ordinance adopted.
Mayor Funderburg presented the following Proclamation of Appreciation: 
WHEREAS; The City of Pell City by, and through the Mayor hereby acknowledge with gratitude, the efforts of the following Pell City Firemen.

     
On Tuesday, August 18, 2015 the three firemen listed in this proclamation of appreciation responded to a gentleman who was in need of immediate assistance.  Upon arriving on the scene, the three firemen observed an individual who was confined to a wheelchair, but had fallen due to his wheelchair ramp being broken.  Not only did these public servants administer aid, and secure the safety of the gentleman, but the three returned in their personal vehicles to rebuild, and safely repair the ramp.

    
 In honor of this act of kindness to a citizen of our city, and to exceed what normal duties they had been called upon to perform, The City of Pell City does hereby proclaim and acknowledge the acts performed by these firemen: Tim Kurzejeski, Aaron Vines, and Trevor Moore.

     
The City of Pell City thanks you for your kindness, and unselfish acts of humanity, above and beyond your normal duties.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan
Council President
ATTEST:

______________________________

Penny Isbell

City Clerk

