STATE OF ALABAMA

ST. CLAIR COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Pell City met in regular session at the City Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, September 8, 2014.  Present were Council President James McGowan, Councilmembers Jay Jenkins, Dot Wood, Sharon Thomas, and Terry Templin.  Those present constituting the entirety of the council, the following business was transacted:

The invocation was led by Councilmember Jenkins.
The pledge to the American flag was led by Councilmember Wood.
The City Clerk had roll call for attendance.

Councilmember Templin made a motion to Suspend the Rules in order to amend the agenda.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Thomas and unanimously approved by the council.  On roll call vote, those voting aye being:  Council President McGowan, Councilmembers Jenkins, Wood, Thomas and Templin.  Nays:  None.  Council President McGowan declared the motion approved.

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Wood, the council unanimously approved to add the following item to the agenda:


Avondale Committee Report

On motion of Councilmember Thomas, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the payment of bills on file with the addition of the invoice from Coosa Valley Water Supply District in the amount of $58,298.60.
On motion of Councilmember Jenkins, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council unanimously approved the minutes of the regular council meeting held on August 25, 2014.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the new policies and procedures as presented by City Manager Draper.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Jenkins, the council unanimously approved the proposal from Terracon in the amount of $11,950.00 for the Avondale Phase II Environmental Site Assessment.

On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Templin, the council unanimously approved the following resolution with amendments to the budget allowing the hiring of a part-time employee for the Senior Center and leaving the appropriation amounts the same as last year:

RESOLUTION NO. 2014 – 4356

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015
WHEREAS, the Mayor, the City Manager, the Chief Financial Officer, and other members of the City Administration have prepared and submitted to the City Council of the City of Pell City a proposed annual budget for the City for Fiscal Year 2015, which budget is attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is wise, expedient, prudent, and in the best interests of the citizens of the City to adopt the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2015, as attached hereto as Exhibit A, and to authorize the expenditures set forth in the Budget as described herein; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the expenditures set forth in the budget for Fiscal Year 2015 will serve a public purpose by promoting the health, safety, morals, security, prosperity, contentment, and general welfare of the community.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PELL CITY, ALABAMA, as follows:

1. That, for the purpose of financing the conduct of affairs of the City of Pell City, Alabama, during the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2014, and ending September 30, 2015, inclusive, the Budget of the City's expenses attached hereto as Exhibit A and expressly incorporated herein by reference for such period be and the same is hereby approved and adopted as the official Annual Budget of the City of Pell City, Alabama (hereinafter the “Budget”).

2. That the expenditures set forth in the Budget for Fiscal Year 2015 will serve a public purpose by promoting the health, safety, morals, security, prosperity, contentment, and general welfare of the community.
Councilmember Thomas gave a report on the last meeting of the Avondale Committee.  They came up with a list of eight recommendations from the public’s input for the Avondale property.  Before the committee moved any further, they wanted to make sure these recommendations were acceptable to the council.  The following is a list of suggestions for the use of the property:  

1. Farmers Market with Pavilions

2. Museum

3. Amphitheater

4. Walking Trail

5. Potential Retail along the front

6. Natural Water Fountain

7. Community Botanical Garden Space
8. Open Green Space

The committee did not have any cost estimates at this time because they didn’t want to move any further without council approval.  They would try to keep the water tower and the smokestack unless it was cost prohibitive.  Some of the things the public did not want to see on the property were:

1. Rental Housing

2. Commercial Property

3. Apartments

4. Fairs or Carnivals

5. Fast Food

6. Swimming Pool

Councilmember Templin stated that he would like to see a lake with a water spout similar to what’s located in front of Red Diamond in Moody.  The council was in agreement that the committee should move forward in their recommendations.  City Manager Draper stated that the city had talked about re-appropriating bond funds that could go toward the first phase of the Avondale project.  
Council President McGowan thanked the City Manager and CFO for the hard work they put into preparing the budget.

City Manager Draper suggested a special called meeting toward the end of the week.  The Project Manager will have a report on the CenturyLink building.  At that time the council can authorize the city attorney to move forward on setting up the closing on the property if the report is favorable.  At the same meeting, a decision will need to be made on awarding the bid for the Phase III expansion on the WWTP.  A special called meeting was set for Thursday, the 11th, at 2:00 p.m.
On motion of Councilmember Wood, seconded by Councilmember Thomas, the council adjourned subject to the call of the Council President.

______________________________

James McGowan
Council President
ATTEST:

______________________________

Penny Isbell

City Clerk
